
L I V I N G  B R A N C H E S
Live & Grow – TogetherV

ol
u

m
e 

12
  N

o.
 1

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: VACCINE CLINIC UPDATE 

 IN THE SPOTLIGHT:

PERSONAL CARE 
     Living Branches



2 LIVING BRANCHES  |  LIVE & GROW – TOGETHER

6

3

Table of Contents
	 4 	� 2021: New Year, New Hope 

An update on the vaccine clinics  
at Living Branches

	 6	� In the Spotlight:  
Personal Care at Living Branches 
An interview with staff at all three Living 
Branches communities about what makes 
Personal Care unique, and how we’ve adapted 
during the Covid-19 pandemic to serve residents 
and their families

13	� Giving Back from Home  
A Dock Woods resident finds a unique way  
to volunteer her time and talents to the dementia 
care strategy program in Country Cottage.  

	14	� Renovations at  
Souderton Mennonite Homes 
Renovations to Personal Care common spaces 
continue on the 4000 and 5000 level at Souderton 
Mennonite Homes

	16	� Campus Happenings 
Student-resident pen pal program, Living U goes 
global, stained glass commission at Souderton 
Mennonite Homes

18	� Charitable Donations  
to Living Branches Foundation  
Donations received from July 1, 2020 
to December 31, 2020

12

A PUBLICATION OF LIVING BRANCHES

Together we empower older adults and families 
to lead lives of purpose and joy, guided by the 
Mennonite tradition of care and service to others.

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM

Edward D. Brubaker, NHA 
President/CEO
Monique L. Cole, NHA/PCHA 
Executive Director, Souderton Mennonite Homes  
and The Willows of Living Branches
Nancy M. Donnelly, MBA, NHA 
Executive Director, Dock Woods
Alexandra K. Metricarti, MBA 
Chief Marketing and Public Relations Officer
Steven D. Myers, MBA 
Chief Financial and Technology Officer
Katherine S. Shott, MBA, NHA, SHRM-SCP 
Chief Human Resources Officer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kenneth J. Clemmer, Chair
John W. Duerksen, Vice Chair
Angela S. Hackman, Secretary
L. Brent Kolb, Treasurer
J. Todd Alderfer, MD
Luke J. Bergey
Bryan K. Hunsberger
Amy L. Kolb
Joshua J. Meyer
Jane L. Ruth
Sylvia F. Shelly
Wendell J. Weaver
Edward D. Brubaker, President

EDITORIAL STAFF

Alexandra K. Metricarti, Editor-in-Chief 
Rebecca L. Kikendall, Managing Editor

Contact Branching Out at 215-368-4438 or 
BranchingOut@LivingBranches.org 

Living Branches maintains a mailing list of people 
who we feel are interested in the activities, events,  
programs, and services of our communities. If for 
any reason you want your name removed from this  
list, please email the editor with your name, address, 
and request at BranchingOut@LivingBranches.org

Living Branches is a member of:

FROM THE PRESIDENT ’S DESK

TURNING  
TO THE FUTURE

EDWARD D. BRUBAKER 

President/CEO

WWW.LIVINGBRANCHES.ORG

4

OVER THE LAST TWELVE MONTHS, I have reflected many 

times that the resilience of our residents, their families, and our staff has been 

remarkable. While Branching Out is typically reserved for sharing positive 

stories and updates, I would be remiss to not acknowledge how hard life has 

been for our residents and the pain they have experienced this past year.

It has been a challenging year for everyone, but the pain for our residents 

was different from that of our staff. We could go home and interact with 

our families. Many residents could not. I want to recognize that and take a 

moment to say thank you. Thank you for your diligent work to keep yourselves 

and your neighbors safe, and for your continued patience and trust in us. I’m 

grateful to say we’re in a better place today than we were a year ago. And the 

vaccine has brought hope for the future that makes me believe we’ll be in an 

even better place a year from now. 

As we begin to turn our focus to the future for the organization, I’m excited 

to begin sharing our communities with prospective residents once again. 

Last year at The Willows of Living Branches we renovated to create larger 

apartments with bay windows, spacious bathrooms with walk-in showers, 

kitchenettes with subway tile, and beautiful hallways and common spaces. We 

never got the opportunity to market these beautiful spaces to the community 

and I’m excited to be able to do that this year.

We’ve also made improvements to Personal Care at Souderton Mennonite 

Homes, which you will read more about in this issue. As I toured the spaces 

last week I was amazed at the difference. It’s no secret that color and light 

in our environment impacts our mood and overall well-being, just like the 

first warm, sunny days of spring make everyone smile and feel happier. The 

hallways are now beautiful, inviting, and so much brighter. And the new 

one-bedroom apartments will be much more saleable than previous studio 

apartments.

I’m proud of the work we’ve done to enhance our communities for the 

residents who call Living Branches home today, and the persons we’ll 

welcome in the future. The care is important. The relationships are important. 

And the setting is also important. 

Again, thank you for your continued trust in us as we navigate through this 

year together.



LIVING BRANCHES  |  LIVE & GROW – TOGETHER4 WWW.LIVINGBRANCHES.ORG 5

FOR MOST OF THE SECOND HALF 
of 2020, we were awaiting news about the forthcoming Covid-19 

vaccine. We knew once the vaccine was available, we would finally 

be headed toward the other side of the pandemic.

In mid-December Living Branches received word that the first 

clinic would be held at Dock Woods on January 9. We sprang into 

action to begin preparing, only to find out on Christmas Eve at 4:00 

p.m. that the first clinic would actually be a week sooner than we 

were originally told. We had only nine days to alert staff, educate 

staff, create sign-up sheets, and see to every other logistic - and 

there were two holidays within that nine day period. It seemed 

to fit the norm of 2020: sitting in a holding pattern, learning new 

information, and then having to move - and move fast.

UNDERSTANDING MRNA 
AND THE COVID-19 VACCINE: 
ADDRESSING SAFETY 
CONCERNS OF LONG-TERM 
CARE EMPLOYEES

A WEBINAR WITH PENN MEDICINE

Kathleen Roberts, director of dementia care strategy, has 
strong connections with Penn Medicine and was able to 
connect with Dr. Drew Weissman, MD, PhD, who has been 
studying mRNA since the 1990s and was instrumental 
in developing the technology that is the backbone of the 
Covid-19 vaccine. Dr. Weissman was willing to participate 
in a webinar for our staff and answered questions related 
to the safety of the vaccine, the differences between DNA 
and RNA, and the ingredients in the Covid-19 vaccine. This 
webinar was well attended by staff from Living Branches, 
Penn Medicine, and some other local health care providers. 
We were thrilled to be able to offer this webinar and hear 
directly from one of the persons with direct knowledge 
about the vaccine, and we are so grateful to the scientific 
community for bringing us a safe and effective vaccine for 
Covid-19. The Q&A portion of the webinar was recorded 
and is available on our YouTube channel.

Over the next few weeks, numerous educational Zoom calls 

were held for staff. A Q&A series with our medical director, Dr. 

Haimowitz, was filmed for residents and staff. And we were able to 

host a webinar with Dr. Drew Weissman from Penn Medicine who 

was instrumental in developing the mRNA technology used in the 

vaccine.

In the first quarter of 2021, 23 vaccine clinics were held at the 

three Living Branches communities for residents and staff. We are 

thrilled to share that 74% percent of staff and 90-100% of percent 

of residents (depending on location) received their vaccinations. 

We thank everyone for doing their part to help Living Branches 

get closer to herd immunity and get back to normal! For more 

information, visit livingbranches.org/coronavirus.
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ALL LOOK FORWARD  

to the days when life’s most simple 

decisions are again…well…simple. 

Decisions about going food shopping, or meeting up with a 

friend, or hosting a holiday get-together.

At Living Branches, we are very aware that just as simple 

decisions are challenging these days, decisions that are 

tough in a “normal” environment – such as whether you, a 

parent, or a loved one is ready for a move into a community 

like ours – are even tougher when those decisions need to 

be made through the many challenges we face today.

Because of the pandemic, families must make difficult 

decisions about a loved one’s care while taking into account 

a virus that’s especially dangerous for older adults, as well 

as the challenges of physical distancing. It might seem like 

the only choice right now is to keep a parent at home or 

with family, but there are risks in those scenarios as well, 

especially if the older adult needs regular assistance with 

daily activities, has medical conditions, or is suffering from a 

lack of socialization and activity. 

“It’s no surprise that more families are asking themselves 

if now is the right time for such a move,” said Leslie 

Novak, social worker, Dock Woods and The Willows 

of Living Branches. “But our core guidance in helping 

families through this decision has remained unchanged. 

It’s best to be proactive when there are signs that a loved 

one is struggling, and transitions are smoother when 

they occur before there is an ‘emergency.’ When families 

take into account the safety measures communities like 

ours have implemented, as well as 

all the creative ways we’re keeping 

residents engaged and active, many 

are realizing that a move to a Personal 

Care community is the best option for 

keeping a loved one safe, as well as 

mentally and physically healthy.”

As with any decision, having good 

information at hand is key. And for the 

toughest decisions and challenges, it’s 

critical to connect with those who can 

support you and help you overcome 

any hurdles you face. 

“We’ve always encouraged families 

to reach out to us at any point in the 

process, even when they are just 

beginning to think about Personal 

Care,” said Jen Derstine, director of 

Personal Care services at The Willows 

of Living Branches. “This is especially 

true today, given the added complexity. 

We’re thrilled when we can provide 

our families (and prospective families) 

with information to help with decision-

making, stories from our communities 

to put their minds at ease, and a 

caring ear to let them know they have 

support.”

We know not everyone on this journey 

has had a chance to reach out for that 

support, so in the spirit of sharing 

helpful information, we sat down 

with some of our team members to 

highlight Personal Care at Living 

Branches, the unique stories from our 

communities, and the many ways in 

which our residents, staff, and families 

have risen to meet the challenges of 

the pandemic.

For those who are on this care journey 

for themselves or a loved one, we 

hope this glimpse into our Personal 

Care communities encourages you to 

continue your information gathering 

and to broaden your support network 

wherever possible. It can start with 

one phone call! We’re here, we’re 

listening, and in the meantime, we’re 

excited to spotlight our Personal Care 

philosophy, approach, and stories.

Personal Care at Living 
Branches 

WHAT OUR PERSONAL CARE 
COMMUNITIES ARE LIKE…

In the simplest of explanations, it’s 

home,” Leslie Novak shared.

Our Personal Care communities invite 

residents to enjoy an independent and 

worry-free lifestyle, supported by a 

compassionate and competent staff 

ready to assist with daily activities. 

“The Living Branches Personal Care 

communities include The Willows 

of Living Branches (all Personal 

Care), Dock Woods (Oakwood Court 

for traditional Personal Care and 

Harmony House for Memory Care), 

and Souderton Mennonite Homes 

(including Park View for Memory 

Care). Each community has its own 

unique personality (which we explore 

in the following spotlights), but all 

offer spacious apartments, community 

activities, and the constant comfort of 

friendship, security, and care.

“We like to say that Personal Care 

at Living Branches gives daily life a 

bit of care-free sparkle,” said Ruthie 

Stubblebine, director of Personal Care 

services at Souderton Mennonite 

Homes.

Our Personal Care communities are 

ideal for those who want to live in 

their own place with privacy, but 

benefit from easy access to customized 

services that fit their needs. All 

Personal Care residents enjoy 

delicious meals and housekeeping 

services, and they may enlist 

additional support for services like 

medicine management, shower and 

dressing assistance, and laundry.

Living Branches also offers around-

the-clock nursing care – a fairly 

unique offering in our communities 

that gives both residents and family 

members peace of mind.

But back to that sparkle… The 

life enrichment activities on our 

campus are endless. From onsite 

fitness centers and programming, 

to community events and special 

meals, to afternoon strolls through the 

beautiful gardens, residents can truly 

customize their days with the people, 

activities, and pastimes that bring 

them joy. 

 IN THE SPOTLIGHT:

AT

Our Communities. 
Our Stories. 

Our Unity through Challenges.
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“We are a community where you can’t 

go far without enjoying a friendly 

smile and a neighborly ‘hello,’” said 

Sue Sunderland, director of Personal 

Care services at Dock Woods. “Even 

through the challenges of Covid-19, 

we’ve heard so many of our residents 

and families share their appreciation 

for that spirit of community, which 

feels more important than ever.” 

“A son of one of our residents recently 

told me that even though his mom 

moved here during Covid-19 times, she 

has enjoyed more social interaction 

than she had living at home with 

family,” shared Leslie. “His gratitude 

touched my heart, and as a staff 

member, I have felt my own sense of 

gratitude grow because of the constant 

rewards of supporting our residents 

and families through these challenging 

times.”

OUR PERSONAL CARE 
PHILOSOPHY…

Our team members strive, every day 

and with every action, to respect and 

promote each resident’s independence 

– and to empower them to lead lives of 

purpose and joy.

At the heart of this is our commitment 

to person-centered care, which means 

that activities, services, and care plans 

are customized to each resident’s 

unique preferences and values. 

This approach honors our residents’ 

choices, dignity, and individuality, 

which enhances both the quality 

of their care and, of course, their 

happiness. 

“We make every attempt to learn 

about each resident’s history and 

interests,” said Leslie. “From 

hallway conversations to tell-your-

life-story events, there are constant 

opportunities to build our relationships 

with – and understanding of – our 

residents. These connections allow 

us to customize not only bigger things 

like care plans, but also our daily 

interactions. For example, we might 

joke more with a resident who likes 

to laugh, or be more tender with a 

resident who enjoys quiet talks. I see 

constant examples of our staff using 

their empathy and intuition to show 

our residents that we see them for the 

unique people they are – and all the 

things they care about and love to do.” 

Even in our Memory Care 

communities, where residents have 

different levels of cognition, our staff 

has discovered plenty of opportunities 

to engage residents in activities and 

interactions that that bring them joy.

“It might be as simple as talking 

about a favorite childhood memory, or 

putting on a beloved song from their 

youth,” said Sue. 

“We all want to be treated with respect 

and kindness,” added Leslie. “A while 

back, a prospective resident asked 

me, ‘Are the people here nice?’ I could 

feel her worry, and I told her without 

hesitation that some of the kindest 

people I know live and work in our 

community. Soon after she moved in, 

she circled back to me and said, ‘You 

were right! Everyone has been so nice 

to me.’ And I could see the weight of that worry lifted – and 

replaced with joy and contentment. It was such a great 

moment that still makes my heart swell.”

OUR ADVICE TO FAMILY MEMBERS  
CONSIDERING PERSONAL CARE

Our support for every family is always unique, but there are 

some pieces of advice that we share with everyone on this 

care journey. 

First and foremost, we encourage family members to have a 

conversation with to their loved ones – ideally before there 

is an emergency situation. And to really listen to what they 

have to say.  

“It’s also important to talk about the fears a loved one may 

have about their current situation,” said Leslie. “Many older 

adults struggle with the anxieties of living alone. It might 

be concerns about shoveling snow in the winter, or their 

driving abilities, or even just the general upkeep of home 

ownership. Yes, there may also be anxieties associated with 

a move, but we see so many minds swayed when older 

adults start to envision their lives without the fears and 

burdens that perhaps they haven’t shared with their family 

as they’ve aged.”

Second, be sure to visit or virtually tour the communities 

that top your list, because no amount of brochures, floor 

plans, or pictures can truly bring the day-to-day experience 

to life.

“It’s always amazing to see the variety of reasons residents 

fall in love with our communities when they have a chance 

to experience them,” said Jen Derstine. “I remember one 

resident couldn’t say enough about the meals. She hadn’t 

cooked anything nutritious for herself in a long time, and 

she simply raved about how much better she felt – and how 

delicious the food is here.”

“One prospective resident was really struggling with the 

idea of moving out of her house, and we offered her a 

chance to visit one of our group music activities,” said 

Leslie. “Our life enrichment coordinator at the time had a 

dog, and the prospective resident loved dogs. Her special 

time with the dog allowed her to enjoy the group activity 

so much that she came back to our office with a smile from 

ear-to-ear. Once people experience our communities, they 

can more easily imagine the friendships, the fun, and the 

worry-free lifestyle.”  

And finally, we want all of our families and prospective 

residents to know that we are here for them every step of 

the way – from the first conversation, through the transition, 

to our daily commitment to supporting our residents in 

every way possible.

The Willows of Living Branches

WHAT MAKES OUR COMMUNITY UNIQUE…

Bright. Cheerful. Close-Knit. Homey. These are the words 

that our residents and family members frequently use to 

describe The Willows of Living Branches. 

“We’re a small community, and I believe that gives life here 

a very special quality,” said Jen Derstine. “Our residents and 

staff form close bonds, and we all know each other – which 

makes the entire community feel like family.”

Much like students who thrive going to a small college, 

the residents who choose The Willows appreciate that they 

never feel lost in the hustle and bustle of a larger campus. 

Our community is simple to navigate, and it’s always easy to 

find a friendly, familiar face.

“Even though The Willows community is close-knit, 

residents and staff alike are extremely welcoming of new 

residents,” said Leslie Novak. “Everyone goes out of their 

way to help our newest friends feel at home quickly.”

“Because our community is small, it’s much easier to 

customize our enrichment activities for small groups or 

individuals,” said Jen. “Our residents aren’t shy about 

suggesting something fun, especially activities that bring 

people together. And the fun for the staff is making it 

happen!”

“Soon after she 
moved in, she 
circled back to 
me and said, 

“You were right! 
Everyone has been 

so nice to me.”
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SOME OF OUR FAVORITE MEMORIES…

“We welcomed a new resident to The Willows around 

Christmas,” said Jen. “Because of the 14-day quarantine 

period, she didn’t get to see much of the community in 

her earliest days here. When she was finally able to come 

upstairs and see all of the beautiful holiday decorations, she 

was amazed. Everyone who saw the dazzled look on her face 

was touched to be a part of this extra-special welcome into 

our community.”

“It’s impossible to pick my favorite memory from The 

Willows,” said Leslie. “Every interaction I’m part of (or 

witness) reminds me of the tender, cohesive, and supportive 

place this community is for both residents and staff. From 

the cards the residents make for each other, to the hallway 

conversations that allow us to check in on each other and 

keep spirits high through the pandemic – there’s a constant 

flow of care and empathy no matter what challenges we 

face.”

Dock Woods

WHAT MAKES OUR COMMUNITY UNIQUE…

“Because of the size, scope, and different levels of care 

offered at Dock Woods, our residents enjoy access to a range 

of amenities that aren’t possible in a standalone Personal 

Care community,” said Debbie Drummond, life enrichment 

coordinator, Oakwood Court. 

From a stunning pool, to a state-of-the-art fitness center, 

to a range of community and learning activities, residents 

of Dock Woods experience a very active lifestyle within 

the 108-acre campus of beautifully maintained grounds. 

As needs change, residents who joined the community in 

Residential Living sometimes move into one of the Dock 

Woods Personal Care communities – and they retain access 

to all the activities they’ve come to enjoy. (Even snow 

doesn’t get in the way!)

“Despite being a larger campus, there are still plenty of 

friendly hellos everywhere you look,” said Sue Sunderland. 

“Each staff department and team member finds their own 

way to get to know our residents. We hear countless stories 

from residents about how a maintenance worker came by to 

hang a photo, but ended up staying to talk about the latest 

sports game. Or how the housekeeper popped in to vacuum 

and took the time to share a family recipe they’d talked 

about the week before.”

“There’s definitely a lifestyle of abundance at Dock Woods,” 

said Debbie, “but wrapped around that will always be the 

genuine, compassionate care that connects our residents, 

their families, and our staff.” 

SOME OF OUR FAVORITE MEMORIES…

“We recently welcomed a new resident to Harmony House, 

and during the transition, her daughter explained to us 

that her mother is an introvert,” said Sue. “But over time, 

she started participating in our hallway activities, which 

we’d started during Covid-19 times to bring people together 

safely. She clearly enjoyed the fun interactions, and she even 

shared her birthday cookies with her 

neighbors on her special day!”

For the staff and residents alike, some 

of our best memories come from our 

efforts to “get to yes” with unusual 

resident requests.

“One of our residents had spent much 

of her life down the shore, and every 

year, her family came to the beach 

house for a special gathering,” said 

Leslie. “Following a move to hospice 

care due to failing health, the resident 

asked if she could still go to the 

shore with her family for a week in 

the summer. At first, it seemed like 

a daunting request, but we worked 

with her medical team to put together 

a plan of care and to work through 

all needed logistics – and she went 

to the shore with her family! I will 

never forget how happy this woman 

was when she returned; she said the 

memories she made that week were 

a highlight of her life, and she would 

cherish them forever. I can’t express 

how grateful I am to have been a part 

of that story.”

Debbie, too, was eager to share a 

poignant experience that touched 

her heart. “I had the privilege of 

taking one of our residents to visit 

her husband in Health Care for their 

wedding anniversary. They hadn’t seen 

each other in a while, and the reunion 

was so very beautiful. She showed 

him pictures from their wedding 

album, and when she mentioned their 

wedding song, I was able to pull it up 

and play it on my smartphone. Even 

though he wasn’t able to talk, the 

recognition lit up his eyes, and they 

both cried happy tears as they held 

hands. It was an amazing life moment 

to witness.”

Souderton Mennonite 
Homes

WHAT MAKES OUR COMMUNITY 
UNIQUE…

Souderton Mennonite Homes 

rests on the summit of Souderton, 

Pennsylvania, surrounded by the local 

community. 

“There are deep ties to the Mennonite 

faith and traditions in our community,” 

said Jennifer Landis, Personal 

Care care coordinator at Souderton 

Mennonite Homes. “There are also 

strong family connections here that 

bind us together. Many of our staff 

members have worked here for a long 

time, and they have been blessed to 

care for multiple generations in the 

same family. We often hear things like, 

‘I remember when you took care of 

my aunt!’ For the staff and residents, 

there’s a beauty and comfort in those 

connections.”

Even though intertwined roots abound 

at Souderton Mennonite Homes, staff 

and residents are very welcoming of 

any resident who has chosen to call 

their community home.

“I believe our staff has always 

excelled at ‘getting to yes,’” said 

Ruthie Stubblebine. “But I’ve been 

amazed at the levels of flexibility, 

the creativity, the empathy, and the 

unstoppable commitment to genuine 

care that every single staff member 

has demonstrated through our recent 

challenges. I couldn’t even begin to 

express my admiration for all they do. 

They’re all that and a bag of chips! And 

you can quote me on that!”

For Melissa McGuire, life enrichment 

coordinator, it’s easy to explain the 

staff’s willingness to go above and 

beyond. “We’re a family at Souderton 

Mennonite Homes – and every resident 

and staff member is an important 

part of our circle. Our family may be 

weathering an intense storm right 

now, but the strength of our circle has 

only grown stronger.”

SOME OF OUR FAVORITE 
MEMORIES…

“Before Covid-19, there was always a 

select group of residents who enjoyed 

coming to my office and reminding me 

of what I needed to do that day,” said 

Melissa. “They certainly aren’t shy, 

and I’ve been missing the company. 

I’m looking forward to the days when 

I can safely have my ‘helpers” back in 

my office!”

“I enjoy the easy camaraderie we 

have with residents,” said Jennifer. 

“Because of our roles, we learn a lot 

about our residents’ background, 

health, and families – but they invite us 

into their lives in so many other ways. 

They share favorite memories, funny 

jokes, and there’s definitely been a lot 

of talking about the things they miss. 

In these times of ‘social distancing,’ 

I’m more grateful than ever for the 

bonds we enjoy here.” 

The Big Things. The 
Little Things. And 
Everything In Between. 

Sharing the many ways our staff, 

residents, and families have supported 

each other through the challenges of 

the pandemic:

WE GOT FLEXIBLE. 

Not surprisingly, the Living Branches 

staff has worked diligently to 

implement a wide range of safety 

measures based on the latest guidance, 

but we have also balanced these 
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Jean Keer lives in the Dock Acres cottages 

at Dock Woods with her husband, 

Stafford, and together they are deeply 

committed to giving back to the community. 

After working in long term care facilities since 

she earned her nursing license at 48 years 

of age, Jean knew she wanted to support the 

dementia care program at Living Branches 

in some way. But like everything else in 2020, 

volunteering in that area of the community 

was restricted. 

Jean learned of “comfort dolls” being created 

by Doris Fenton, another Residential Living 

resident at Dock Woods. Comfort dolls are 

commonly used in Memory Care settings 

because they provide persons with dementia 

with a sense of purpose as a caregiver and 

also decrease stress and increase calm and 

joy. Doris taught Jean how to create these 

comfort dolls and soon Jean was on her way 

to creating her own yarn dolls to give to 

residents in County Cottage. Jean shares, “It 

takes a full day to create one of these adorable 

knit dolls, but I’m patient. And I’m committed 

to making a difference!”

This past December Jean put a twist on 

the comfort dolls by changing their look to 

resemble Santa Claus. She made 18 Santa 

dolls – one for every resident in Country 

Cottage – and over a dozen additional dolls for 

residents in Harmony House. 

Jean looks forward to the day when she will 

be able to volunteer within Country Cottage, 

but wherever she is, she is always giving 

to others! Whether it be gifting meaningful 

presents such as the comfort dolls, baking 

Christmas cookies for her neighbors in the 

Acres, or helping out a friend, you can always 

find Jean Keer engaged in activities that 

benefit the Dock Woods community.  

GIVING 
BACK 
FROM HOME
by: Shelby Slemmer, Intern

“It takes a full day to create one 
of these adorable knit dolls, but 
I’m patient. And I’m committed 

to making a difference!”

measures with our residents’ very 

real need for togetherness – with each 

other and with their families.

“It’s easy to get caught up in the 

guidelines, because those measures 

are clearly important for keeping 

our community safe,” said Ruthie 

Stubblebine. “However, we have 

continually faced situations where 

we must balance those measures 

with the human side of things. We 

are caregivers that care for the whole 

person, and this includes a balanced – 

and often individualized – approached 

to navigating these challenges.”

At times, this has meant allowing 

family visits, but carefully ensuring 

that all safety precautions have 

been taken. In other situations, 

this has meant reimagining certain 

beloved activities and traditions, 

such as holiday events, that allow for 

celebration and interaction – but keep 

residents and staff as safe as possible.

“One of the Living Branches core 

values is ‘Get to Yes,’” said Leslie 

Novak. “While this commitment 

has certainly felt more challenging 

through the pandemic, it’s also 

more important than ever to bring 

a heightened level of flexibility and 

empathy to all we do.” 

WE GOT CREATIVE.

We’ve always believed that stepping 

out of the “comfort zone” is the best 

way to spark creativity. So last year 

and this year, we’ve had plenty of 

opportunities to showcase just how 

creative our staff is 

when it comes to 

keeping our residents 

connected and engaged.

“No matter what level 

of restrictions we have 

faced, we’ve been 

able to keep up with 

some form of social 

interaction,” said Jen 

Derstine. “We make 

special deliveries of 

crafts and puzzles. We 

host hallway and small 

group activities. We definitely sanitize 

items a lot more than usual, but that 

never takes away from the smiles that 

bloom when people see a friendly 

face.”

It will come as no surprise that video 

chatting has played a huge role in our 

ability to keep residents connected to 

their families, and the staff has been 

happy to play the role of tech support 

in helping make those virtual get-

togethers happen. 

“It’s been tough watching our 

residents miss the people and places 

they love, so every staff member is 

willing to do whatever it takes to 

bring people together in new ways,” 

said Debbie Drummond. “As an 

example, we may not be able to have 

birthday celebrations right now, but 

our residents love our new travelling 

root beer float cart! And the residents 

who are missing in-person church 

attendance can now watch regular 

church services on our in-house 

television station.”

WE GOT CLOSER.

Through the massive challenges 

of the pandemic, we have been 

reminded – quite dramatically – to be 

grateful for all of the blessings in our 

lives. And this includes the unique 

opportunities we’ve shared since early 

2020 to get closer as a Living Branches 

community.

“We’ve had more time to spend one-

on-one time with residents,” said Jen. 

“More time to just sit and reminisce. 

More time to get to know each other 

and share life stories.”

And for all of our staff members, 

the pandemic has shined a constant 

spotlight on our commitments to 

residents, families, and each other.

“As a team, we’ve been through 

challenges we never could have 

imagined,” said Sue Sunderland. “But 

these challenges have shown us how 

much we’re capable of – and how 

much we care about our community. 

Every day, I see staff members reach 

inside themselves to provide each 

resident with what they need. They 

have remained consistently warm, 

engaging, positive, and upbeat – and 

I am more grateful than ever to be a 

part of this team.”

And that positivity has continued to 

nourish more positivity – even through 

the toughest of challenges. 

“One of our family members recently 

asked me how we’re holding up,” said 

Leslie. “I told him that we’ve been 

luckier than many, and that I couldn’t 

be prouder of the countless ways our 

communities have come together to 

take care of each other. It’s all the 

big things. All the little things. And 

everything in between.”
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OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS, common space renovations 

have taken place at Souderton Mennonite Homes. First was the lobby and 

Apple Orchard Café on the 2000 level, then came the Summit Dining Room and 

common spaces on the 3000 level, and we’ve now moved to common spaces on 

the 4000 and 5000 levels. These areas are for Personal Care residents and we 

are excited about the increased natural light, bright colors, and sophistication 

these updates have brought to the community. We’re also excited that this 

project included combining 10 studio apartments to create five one-bedroom 

apartments. These will be the first one-bedroom apartments for Personal Care 

at Souderton Mennonite Homes and we are thrilled to be able to offer these 

spacious apartments to new residents looking for more space in their living 

accommodations.

AT 
SOUDERTON 
MENNONITE 

HOMES

RENOVATIONSRENOVATIONS
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CAMPUS HAPPENINGS
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GLOBE HOPPING WITH LIVING U (1)

In January Living U offered a free six-part 

virtual series taking residents and community 

members around the world! Maribeth Benner 

coordinated Zoom call interviews with Sally 

Makeen in Kuwait, Rubina Budha in Nepal, Nur 

Ninda Natalia in Indonesia, and Bemnet Tsegaye in 

Ethiopa, who are all previous participants of the Mennonite 

Central Committee International Visitor Exchange Program 

(MCC IVEP) and served at Living Branches. Participants also had 

the privilege of learning from Robert and Irene Suderman who 

served as missionaries in Bolivia and Vurayayi Pugeni and Thelma 

Sadzamari who are MCC co-area directors living in Rwanda. It 

was exciting for many Living Branches residents to reconnect 

with IVEP’ers and meet their families, and learn about the various 

countries, cultures, and mission work. 

PEN PALS WITH DMA (2)

This past fall 17 Dock Woods residents 

and Dock Mennonite Academy 

students in Zach Brower’s family life 

class took part in a pen pal project. 

The pen pals started off by writing 

letters to each other, and while some 

continued to correspond by letters, 

both typed and handwritten, many of 

the pairs opted to email each other. 

There were also opportunities for the 

student/resident pairs to meet via 

Zoom or Facetime, or have a phone 

call. 

This proved to be a meaningful 

experience during a very difficult 

time. One resident shared, “Even 

though it took convincing to get me 

to participate, I really enjoyed it!” 

And many students shared similar 

sentiments. It was interesting for 

them to hear residents share their 

perspective on the pandemic after 

living through other difficult times in 

US history. The hope is that one day 

some of these pairs may cross the 

parking lot between Dock Woods and 

Dock Mennonite Academy and meet 

face to face in the future.

STAINED GLASS ART INSTALLATION (3)

A recent addition at Souderton Mennonite Homes is a nine-pane 

stained glass window installed on the 3000 level near the Summit 

Dining Room. The stained glass was created by a son-in-law of 

Janet Alderfer Vincent, in honor of her first mother-in-law, Anna Y. 

Alderfer (known by many as Grammy Alderfer) who was a master 

quilter and a longtime resident of Souderton Mennonite Homes. 

Janet shared, “It was a dream of his to do this. We brought various 

quilt patterns in and laid them out on her bed. She helped pick out 

the designs.” They then worked with staff at Souderton Mennonite 

Homes to select colors and find a place for the window to be 

displayed. One day this fall when staff members were preparing to 

hang the window on the wall, it just so happened that Anna had a 

scheduled visit with family and a nurse was transporting her to the 

visit. “She was so pleased to be able to see the finished window,” 

said Janet. Anna passed away at the age of 109 in November. The 

family is grateful that residents, family members, visitors, and 

staff will have the pleasure of enjoying the window for 

years to come.
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Gifts to the Fund for  
Creative Arts Therapy
ENHANCING THE LIVES  
OF RESIDENTS THROUGH THE 
HEALING POWER OF MUSIC,  
ART, AND DANCE

Harold and Esther Bergey

MMS Advancement Associates, LLC

Gifts to the Fund for 
Housing for Retired 
Church Workers
ENTRANCE FEE ASSISTANCE  
FOR RETIRED MENNONITE  
PASTORS AND SPOUSES

Noah and Sara Kolb

Gifts to the Living 
Branches Benevolent 
Care Fund
BENEVOLENT CARE FOR  
RESIDENTS OF LIVING BRANCHES

Myung Ock and Sae Hwan Ahn

AIA - Alera Group

Alderfer Glass Company

Alderfer's Poultry Farm

Eva Alderfer

J. Todd and Donna Alderfer

Lester and Louise Alderfer

Mildred Alderfer

Wilmer and Lois Alderfer

Bruce and Janet Aldinger

Carolyn and Rodney Allebach

Margaret Allen

Karen Almeida

AmazonSmile

D. Philip and Beverly Anders

Arlo C. Anderson, M.D.

Assured Life Association

Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP

Ruth Baker

Gordon R. and Velda M. Beidler

Benchmark Construction  
Company, Inc.

Richard and Suzanne Benner

Franklin and Katharine Bennett

Bergey Family Foundation

Bergey's Electric

Willard and Glenda Bergey

William and Anne Bishop

Blooming Glen Mennonite Church – 
Jubilee Funds

Lori and Christian Borglum

Mary Ann Brown

William Brown and Barbara Felton

Edward and Lucy Brubaker

Kenneth and Karen Burkholder

William and Barbara Burnett

John and Nancy Butterwick

C & S Lawn and Landscape

Edna Callaghan

David and Geraldine Cassel

Chick-Fil-A - Lansdale

Arlayne Clemens

Clemens Food Group/ 
Hatfield Quality Meats

Douglas and Becky Clemens

Richard and Donna Clemens

Jacob and Darlene Clemmer

Kenneth and Gayle Clemmer

Monique and Benjamin Cole

Larry and Lisa Connolly

Contract Pharmacy Services, Inc.

Thomas R. Cook

Nicole Cwalina 

Dave's Auto and Tire Center

J. Stanley Davis

John Dearden

Delcrest Medical Services

Jason and Paula Della Penna

R. Lee and Ruth Delp

Althea Detwiler

Rita DiLucia

Charlotte Dimmig

Nancy Dodge

Nancy and Thomas Donnelly

Nicholas and Marie Duczak

John and Sheila Duerksen

DunlapSLK, CPAs

Jane Early

Grace Earwaker

Wilbur Eastlack

Eden Bridge Foundation

John and Carol Eells

Everence Financial Services

Dr. Anthony and Janet Foderaro

Carol Folcarelli

Franconia Insurance and Financial 
Services

William and Sarabeth Gadd

Sue Garcia

David Gehman

Sara Gehman

Larry and Judith Gerhart

Jeffrey and Donna Godshall

Ted Gody

Good Plumbing, Heating,  
Air Conditioning, Inc.

Christine Gotwals

Grace Mennonite Church

James and Donna Gresh

Betty M. Hackman

Daryl and Barbara Hackman

Rose and Jeff Hackman

Daniel Haimowitz, MD

Norman and Judith Hartzel

Howard Heckler

Clifford and Caroline Heizmann

Henning's Market

Ivan and Linda Hess

William and Mary Anne Hildebrand

Horgan Brothers, Inc.

Ron and Joanne Hostetter

Jesse Houck

Bryan and Barbara Hunsberger

Lena Hunsberger

I.T. Landes Company

Illinois Tool Works, Inc.

Indian Valley Camping Center

J.L. Freed Honda

John Garis Homes, Inc.

The J. Kenneth Jones Family

Richard and Colette Karuschkat

Francis and Elva J. Keenan

Stafford and Jean Keer

Kum Ja Kim

Ruth Kinsey

Elizabeth Kinzie

Gladys G. Knechel

Robert and Dana Koehler

L. Brent and Rory Kolb

Floyd and Debra Kratz

Vernon H. Kratz, MD

William and Donna Kriner

William and Florence Kuhfuss

Marjorie Kuhn

Frank Kuna

Gregory and Ellen Lacher

Lacher & Associates

J. Clyde and Jane Landes

Paul and Janet Landes

Sandy and Steven Landes

James and Marie Landis

Joseph and Janet Landis

Landis Decorating

Daniel and Shirley Lapp

Samuel and Helen Lapp

Latsha Davis & Marshall

Richard and Sandra Linberger

Cheryl and Anthony Loftus

Donna Longacre

Henry and Carol Longacre

Ronald and Diane Ludwig

Gia Maccari

Kathy and Don Martin

Wilson and Patricia Marvel

Sandra McBride

Shirley McCoy

Thomas and Mary McGready

Patricia McNamara

Alexandra and William Metricarti 

Nina Michalowski Estate

Ken and Beverly Miller

Earl N. and Betty F. Mininger

Jeryl and Geraldine Moore
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Charitable Donations 
to the Living Branches Foundation

JULY 1, 2020 TO DECEMBER 31, 2020

Gifts to the Agape Fund 
BENEVOLENT CARE FOR  
RESIDENTS OF SOUDERTON  
MENNONITE HOMES

Earl and Ruth Alderfer

Wilmer and Lois Alderfer

Diane Alexander

All Holding Company, LLC

Catherine Anders

Apple Orchard Cafe

Applebee's - Lansdale

Asher's Chocolates

Backyard Beans

Ruth Baker

BAM Homemade Freezer Meals

Bauman Family Apple Butter

Gordon R. and Velda M. Beidler

Harold and Esther Bergey

Bishop's Wood Products. Inc.

Bolton's Farm Market

Broad Street Grind

Care & Share Thrift Shoppes

Paul and Mary Cassel

Stacey Chiodo

Arlayne Clemens

Douglas and Becky Clemens

Daryl and Carol Clemmer

Elaine Clemmer

John Dearden

Alice B. Dennison Estate

Clair and Rosalie Derstine

Ivan and Lorene Derstine

Maralyn Dimmig

Dock Mennonite Academy – 
High School

Dock Woods Acorn Shop

Dock Woods Dining Services

Virginia Fahlgren

Elaine Flora

Martha Fogg

Franconia Heritage Restaurant

Franconia Square Cafe and Market

Frederick's Flowers & Gifts

T. Dale and Anna Frederick

Howard Freed

William B. Freed

David J. and Esther G. Friesen

Arlene Gehman

Harley B. Gehman Estate

Ivan and Merrie Gehman

Sara Gehman

Giant Food Stores, Inc. - Souderton

Charlie and Rae Ann Glass

Karl and Patti Godschall

Linda Grasse

Hiram and Carol Gross

Guntz's Auto Service

Betty M. Hackman

Linford S. Hagey Estate

Harleysville ACE Hardware

Harmony Promotional Solutions

Norman and Judith Hartzel

Barry and Patricia Hawk

Gerald and Gloria Heckler

Henning's Market

David and Sandra Hersh

Ruth Hertzler

Ronald and Marilee Hughes

Lena Hunsberger

I.T. Landes Company

Jenny Wren Travel

Jule's Thin Crust Pizza 

Shirley G. Keller

Lois Kerns

Alice Kolb

Kolb's Farm Store

Mark and Jean Kolb

Vernon H. Kratz, MD

Monique Kratz

Robert and Betty Kratz

Linford B. Landis Estate 

Samuel and Helen Lapp

Grace Leatherman

Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs

Cora Longacre

Longwood Gardens

Wilson and Patricia Marvel

Jim and Millie Maust

David and Joanne McCrork

David F. Miller

Modern Male Barber Shop

Sharon Moran

Moyer Specialty Foods 

Ruth Ann Moyer

Vesta Moyer

Betty Murray

Bruce and Shirley Musselman

Henry and Lois Musselman

Naceville Hotel and Restaurant

Ruth Nafziger

Mildred Nice

Paul and Sharon Nice

David and Eldina Nussbaum

Nutty Novelties

Gladys Nyce

One Village Coffee

Panera Bread – North Wales

Loren and Eileen Parmer

Peace Valley Lavender Farm

Bill and Jerelyn Pugh

Putt U Miniature Golf

Ray's Greenhouse

Shirley Rittenhouse Estate

Doug and Charlene Rogers

Marcus Rosenberger

Dorothy Ross-Harrar Estate 

Sadler-Suess Funeral Home

Joy and Walter Sawatzky

Scent and Sip

Hubert Schwartzentruber  
and Mary Rittenhouse 

Scooter's Bike Shop

Marie F. Shisler

Simply Clean, Simply Green

Sketch and Serve

E. Dianne Smith

Souderton Mennonite  
Homes Auxiliary

Wayne and Joanne Speigle

Spruce Lake Retreat

Wayne and Marian Steinly

Stove and Tap

Sundae World

Ruth Suter

Charles and Shirley Swartz

Ten Thousand Villages

Doris Texter

Shirley Texter

The Corner Store

The Grand Fromage

The Mulch Barn

Tilly Mint Tea Room

Towamencin Mennonite Church

Willard K. Tyson

Walmart

Esther Walthour

Wendell and Jolene Weaver

Wegman's 

Janet Wells

Karl and Karen Wenger

John and Sally Yates

Clyde and Gladys Yoder

Janet Yoder

Richard and Jeanelle Yoder

Harold and Judy Ziegler

Lorraine Zook

Gifts to the Dock Village 
Youth Fund
ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS  
AND LEARNING INCENTIVES  
FOR RESIDENTS AT DOCK VILLAGE

Christ Covenant Church

Harleysville Jaycees

Lori Moyer
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Dr. J. Phillip and Betsy Moyer

K. Leon and Dawn F. Moyer

Lori Moyer

Moyer Indoor-Outdoor

Roy and Annie Musselman

Joseph and Charlotte Myers

Steven and Georgia Myers

Debra and Kristopher Neild

Bradley and Barbara Nester

Frances Nikles

David and Karen Olson

Ray and Sandra Paine

Allen and Tina Pannell

Robert Pecharo

Barry and Carol Pratt

Jean Press

Providence Mennonite Church

Eileen Prusinski

R.J.L. Services, Inc.

Barbara Rafter

Kenneth and Beverly Ralphs

Robert Rau

Brian and Valerie Richards

William and Janice Richards

Richter Drafting & Office Supply

Roy Rittenhouse

RLPS Architects

Dolores Rupley

Scott and Mindy Russell

Eleanor Ruth

James and Gail Ryan

Walter and Margaret Sames

Thomas and Shirley Sanders

Paul and Regina Schlosser

Jean Schofield

Joan Seitzinger

Select Rehabilitation, Inc.

Ann Sheasley

Randy and Sylvia Shelly

Arlin and Esther Shisler

Katherine and James Shott

Joyce Shultz

Ronald J. and Arbutus Sider

Dennis and Carolyn Slattery

Rogger and Patricia Stauffer

Wayne and Marian Steinly

Lois Stevens

Mary Stoneback

The Weimer Group

Thomas & Boyds Inc.

TNC Self Storage

Perry and Carol Townsend

Isabelle Ulrich

Unidine Lifestyles

United Way of Greater Philadelphia 
& SNJ

Janet Vincent 

Regina and Kane Waltrop

Donald and Mary Weiss

Williams-Bergey-Koffel Funeral Home

William and Susan Wilson

Dean and Julia Wimmer

Robert and Anita Winder

Dena and David Winner

Evelyn Wismer

William and Grace Wolfgang

Janet Yoder

Margaret and Wilmer Zook

Gifts to the Restricted 
Gifts Fund
DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT FOR 
RESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
LIVING BRANCHES COMMUNITIES 
AND PROGRAMS 

Fred and Nancy Allegrezza

William Brown and Barbara Felton

Gregory and Elaine Campbell

Richard and Natalie Davis

Gifts to the Living 
Branches Capital Cam-
paign: Building Updates
Edward and Lucy Brubaker

Bergey’s Inc.

Bryan and Barbara Hunsberger

Steven and Georgia Myers

Arlin and Esther Shisler 

Gifts to the Living 
Branches Capital Cam-
paign: Creative Arts 
Therapy Fund
Edward and Lucy Brubaker 

Gifts to the Sharing 
Gifts Fund 
Lorene Ahrens

Fred and Nancy Allegrezza

William and Anne Bishop

Robert Campbell

David and Naomi Curry

Nancy Cuthbertson

J. Stanley Davis

Cyrena and Scott Deeck

Robert and Ginny Dell

Frances Dewees

Teresa Doorley

Doris Fenton

Larry and Anne Godley

Paula Godown

Carolyn Gordon

Jane Graham

Betty H. Hackman

Robert H. Heacock

Edgar and Faith Hendler

E. Richard and Roberta Hittinger

Raymond and Joanne King

Ruth Kinsey

William and Donna Kriner

Jane Littman

Francis and Mary Loughran

Phoebe Markley

Sonja Miller

Kathleen M. Mitchell

Abram and Glenda Moyer

Norman Naylor

Shirlee Nicolino

Allen and Tina Pannell

Jean Parks

Robert and Elizabeth Peterson

Richard and Diane Raab

Kenneth and Beverly Ralphs

Mary Ann Reidy

Doug and Charlene Rogers

Joyce Rosenberry

Dolores Rupley

Eleanor Ruth

Raymond and Nancy Scherfel

Jean Schofield

Arlin and Esther R. Shisler

Joyce Shultz

Ronald J. and Arbutus Sider

William and Barbara Gail Simons

Dennis and Carolyn Slattery

Thomas and Loretta Slattery

Mark Tunac

John and Linda Tyson

Al and Carol Vara

Nancy Vicario

Jean Weaver

Janet Wells

Edith Wetherill

Wanda Wilcke

GIFTS IN HONOR 

Gifts to the Living 
Branches Benevolent 
Care Fund
Dock Woods Staff 
Robert and Barbara Thompson

Merlin and Mary Grieser 
Raymond and Janet Harrison

Walter and Ruth Hackman 
Joseph and Angela Hackman

Elaine Hasson 
George and Elizabeth Peacock

Merrill and Betty Landis 
Steve Landis and Deborah Dayton

Living Branches Nursing Staff 
Montgomery Podiatry Associates

Francis and Mary Loughran 
Michael Trauger and Sarah Loughran

Evelyn Miller 
George and Elizabeth Peacock

Hubert Schwartzentruber 
Robert and Barbara Thompson

Gifts to the Sharing Fund 
Her Three Children 
Kathleen M. Mitchell

GIFTS IN MEMORY

Gifts to the Agape Fund 
Ileana Barthelmeh 
Craig and Marianne Dise

Virginia Brower 
Karen Brower

Ralph Clemens 
Shirley Clemens

Harley Delp 
Mike and Brenda Bishop 
Everence Financial Services  
Jeffrey and Donna Godshall 
Ronnie and Karen Hamilton

Roy Derstine 
Bruce and Deborah Alder 
Paul and Eleanor Derstine 
John and Betty Lou Kulp  
	 and the Derstine Family 
Nancy R. Moyer

Dorothy Anne Detweiler 
David and Nancy Fioriglio 
The Wright Family Cousins 
Upper Bucks Christian School 
Kenneth and Barbara Wright

Harvey Freed 
Carolyn Biros 
Bea Cao 
Joel Forrest 
Jobsite Products, Inc. 
Phyllis Kooker 
Stephen Leonard 
Steven and Phi Nguyen 
Marcia Parker 
Souderton Mennonite Homes  
	 Auxiliary

Asher B. Fretz 
Kerry Fretz

Elizabeth “Betty” K. Hagey 
KCBA Architects from Eric Gianelle 
Terry and Joan Yoder

Edna Haws 
Duane and Robin Nice

Richard Frederick 
Shirley Clemens

Linford Landis 
Kenneth Jones

Esther Leatherman 
Souderton Mennonite Homes  
	 Auxiliary

Esther Long 
Ronald and Barbara Finley

Annetta Moyer 
Clarence Moyer

Joan Moyer 
Phyllis Kooker

Regina Moyer 
James and Ruth Ann Moyer

Rachel Myers 
Bruce and Deborah Alder 
Grace Brenneman 
Sherry Myers from  
	 grandchildren,  
	 great-grandchildren, and 		
	 great-great-grandchildren

Pauline Nice 
Duane and Robin Nice

Shirley Richert 
Arthur and Michele Richert

Paul Slabaugh 
Myron and Mary Ann Slabaugh

Connie Snavely 
Bruce and Deborah Alder 
Betty M. Hackman

Lester and Josie Tyson 
Karl and Jane Fallstick

Russell Young 
Robert Keeler

Gifts to the Fund for  
Creative Arts Therapy
Olga Bliss 
Jack and Karlene Travis

Doris M. Brown 
David Brown 
Laurie E. Riebe

Neva Moyer 
Williams-Bergey-Koffel Funeral Home 	
	 donated by musicians  
	 at Neva's funeral

Gifts to the Fund for 
Housing for Retired 
Church Workers
Merrill Landis 
Kimberly Bergen

Gifts to the Living 
Branches Benevolent  
Care Fund
Jeanne Alder 
Bruce and Deborah Alder

Kenneth Allebach 
Bruce and Deborah Alder 
Andrew Faga

Grace E. Anders 

Marvin Anders

Helen Baker 
Bruce and Deborah Alder 
Donna Merow

Arlene Balloge 
Denise Fantuzzi

Margaret Caltabiano 
Herbert and Marianne Kaemmer

John and Sallie Clemens 
Donald and Romaine Pannabecker

Maxine Derstine 
Bernardo Wealth Planning   
Doris Fenton 
Lisa Haeflein 
Keith and Betsy Heavener 
Joan Hinks 
Robert and Barbara Houston 
S. Duane Kauffman 
Kathleen M. Mitchell 
Marcia Parker 
Thelma Swartzendruber 
Robert and Barbara Thompson 
Edith Wetherill

Grace Detweiler 
Richard and Rose Longacre

Elizabeth Dixon 
Christine Bell 
Philip and Marianne Drew 
Carol Levy

James Doorley 
Teresa Doorley

Thelma Eldred 
Joyce Bravos

Mary Lynne Farrow 
Elizabeth Levering

Lucy Figlio 
Karen Biscardi 
James and Theresa Flynn 
Anna Lees 
Rosemary Lerario 
Joseph and Diane Murphy 
Dana Smith 
Barbara Thompson 
Pat and Jenny Walsh 
Paul and Yvette Weber

Harvey Freed 
Kris Villa 
Larry and Mary Lou York

Karen Gallagher 
David Kriebel and Heide Pickens

Marjorie Goetz 
Bruce and Deborah Alder

Menno Good 
Robert and Barbara Houston

Dick Groff 
Rhonda Reed

Raymond Hanks 
Michael Goodwin

Elaine Hasson 
Joseph and Karen McCann

John and Florence Helms 
J. Alan and Leslie Seese

Marian E. Kuhns 
Blanchard and Barbara Romaine

Edith M Landis 
Edward and Barbara Conley

Bonnie Lesh 
Rita Landis
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Russ Levering 
Elizabeth Levering

Andrea Long 
Anthony Pineno 
Dorren Rua 
Rumsey Electric Company

Grace Macklin 
Raymond and Betty Watson

Glen McCourry 
J. Stanley Davis 
Robert H. Heacock

Diane McGeehan 
William and Anne Bishop 
Kenneth and Joy Black

William McNamara 
Raymond and Janet Harrison

Evelyn Miller 
Joseph and Karen McCann 
Robert and Joanne McCann

Harold Moyer 
Bruce and Shirley Musselman

Neva Moyer 
Baum, Smith & Clemens 
Jacob and Darlene Clemmer 
Tim and Marsha Martin 
Metal Edge International, Inc.

Josephine Patton 
Huff & Lakjer Funeral Home

Joe and Esther Pearson 
Gerald and Mary Metzler

Julie Peters 
Larry Santora

Richard Rosenberger 
Dorothy Rosenberger

Marvin W. Roshong 
Jean Roshong

Charles and Glendora Shadle 
Jeffrey and Rebecca Shadle

Clyde Shoop 
John and Vera Hubbard

Carol Smith 
Richard and Paula Herbein

Daniel Smith 
Donald and Elizabeth Smith

Rhea Stratton 
Bruce and Deborah Alder

Roger Wardlow 
David and Jody Ensel 
Jane Graham

Gifts to the Nursing  
Scholarship Fund
Linford Landis 
Bill D. Jones

Gifts to the Restricted  
Gifts Fund
Stanley and Gloria Moyer  
E. Dale and Carol Leatherman

Richard and Doris Landis  
Marilyn Gahman for the Landis family  

Gifts to the Sharing Fund 
Bob Cuthbertson 
Nancy Cuthbertson

Maxine Derstine 
Joyce Rosenberry

Warren Dimmig 
Maralyn Dimmig

Elizabeth Dixon 
Glenn and Karen Dixon 
Doris Fenton 
Jane Strock

Mary Lynne Farrow 
Elizabeth Lukshides

Lucy Figlio 
Herb Bactad  
Donnelley Financial  
Patricia Grant 
Brenda May and. Elizabeth Audoersch 
Reverend Philip C. Ricci

Graham and Mildred Fling 
Elizabeth Casmas

Menno Good 
Doris Fenton

Dorothy Haggar 
Doris Fenton

Andrea Long 
Kathleen M. Mitchell

Grace Macklin 
Doris Fenton

Bill McNamara 
Donald and Joan Robinson

Alberta Muller 
William and Florence Kuhfuss  

Julie Peters 
Regina Giannattasio

Hilde Reichert 
Edith Wetherill

Hihyun Rim 
Elizabeth Lukshides

Harlan Shultz 
Joyce Shultz

Roger Wardlow 
Bruce and Deborah Alder 
Doris Fenton 
Robert H. Heacock 
Ann Miller 
Paul and Barbara Poplis 
Bruce and Andrea Schober 
Edith Wetherill

Mildred Young 
Sherri Yoder

BENEVOLENT CARE 
PARTNERS 

Event
COMMITTED TO ANNUAL GIFTS 
 OF $18,000 OR MORE

Bergey’s Inc.

Contract Pharmacy

Platinum 
COMMITTED TO ANNUAL GIFTS  
OF $10,000 OR MORE

Univest Bank and Trust Co

Everence Financial Services

Gold
COMMITTED TO ANNUAL GIFTS  
OF $6,000 OR MORE

Alderfer Glass Company

John Garis Homes, Inc.

Lacher & Associates

Silver
COMMITTED TO ANNUAL GIFTS  
OF $3,000 OR MORE

Benchmark Construction

Bergey’s Electric, Inc.

Clarke’s Landscaping &  
Lawn Care, Inc.

Good Plumbing, Heating,  
Air Conditioning, Inc.

Henning’s Market

Moyer Indoor/Outdoor

Perkiomen Tours

RLPS Architects

Thomas & Boyds, Inc.

Bronze
COMMITTED TO ANNUAL GIFTS  
OF $1,500 OR MORE

AIA – Alera Group

Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP

C & S Lawn Landscaping, Inc.

Delcrest Medical Services

DunlapSLK, CPAs

Harleysville Bank

IT Landes

Indian Valley Camping Center

Ivan Gehman Painting & Wallpapering

Latsha Davis & Marshall

R.J.L. Services, Inc.

Select Rehabilitation Services

Sliwinski Floor Coverings

TNC Self Storage

Weaver, Reckner & Reinhart  
Dental Associates

Williams-Bergey-Koffel  
Funeral Home, Inc.

Donor
COMMITTED TO ANNUAL GIFTS  
OF $500 OR MORE

Franconia Insurance &  
Financial Services

Landis Decorating

Richter Drafting & 
Office Supply Co., Inc.

The Weimer Group

Unidine Lifestyles 

LEGACY GIVING 
MEMBERS	

Circle of Love 	    
PLANNED GIFTS, INCLUDING  
ESTATE GIFTS AND GIFT ANNU-
ITIES

Ferne Alderfer

J. Todd and Donna Alderfer

Donald and Grace Baker

Ruth Baker

Gordon and Velda Beidler

Gordon and Joan Bell

William and Anne Bishop

Edward and Lucy Brubaker

David and Geraldine Cassel

Scott Elliott

John and Carol Eells

Ralph and Carol Folcarelli

William B. Freed

Paula Godown

Jane Graham

Hiram and Carol Gross

Noah and Sara Kolb

Dan and Shirley Lapp

Grace Leatherman

Donna Longacre

Alice Miller

David F. Miller

Willis A. Miller

Theran and Marlene Mills

Harry L. Moore

K. Leon and Dawn Moyer

Norman D. Rittenhouse

Royden Rittenhouse

Cheryl Ruehl

Patricia Rumkevicius

Eleanor Ruth

Anthony Salmon

Nancy Schaller

Harry and Ann Sharff

Arlin and Esther Shisler

Marie Shisler

Joy Shoop

Doris Texter

Shirley Texter

Robert and Olive Turnipseed

Janet Vincent

Gloria Zeigler

Circle of Hope 
LIFETIME CONTRIBUTIONS  
ABOVE $25,000

Alderfer Glass Company

Fred and Nancy Allegrezza

Donald and Grace Baker

Gordon and Velda Beidler

Gordon and Joan Bell

Glenn Bergey

Bergey’s Electric

Bergey’s Inc.

Edward and Lucy Brubaker

Clarke’s Landscaping & Lawn Care

Arlayne Clemens

Emily Clemens

Kathryn Clemens

Ken and Francis Clemens

Richard and Donna Clemens

Elaine Clemmer

Clemens Food Group/ 
Hatfield Quality Meats

Jacob and Darlene Clemmer

Kenneth and Gayle Clemmer

Contract Pharmacy Services, Inc.

Curtis & Esther Bergey  
Family Foundation

Delcrest Medical Services

Maxine Derstine

Craig and Marianne Dise

DunlapSLK, CPAs

Everence Financial Services

Ralph and Carol Folcarelli

Franconia Mennonite Church

William B. Freed

Good Plumbing, Heating,  
Air Conditioning, Inc.

Grace Mennonite Church

Daryl and Barbara Hackman

Lisa Halteman and Michael Meyer

Howard Heckler

P. Scott Heckler

Bryan and Barbara Hunsberger

John Garis Homes, Inc.

The J. Kenneth Jones Family

Keller Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Wilbur and Marilyn Kriebel

Lacher & Associates

Latsha Davis & Marshall

Roscoe Leatherman

Bill and Katie Longacre

Cora Longacre

Donna Longacre

Henry and Carol Longacre

Longacre Family Charitable Fund

David and Joanne McCrork

David F. Miller

Timothy and Betty Mininger

Eva S. Moyer

Dr. J. Phillip and Betsy Moyer

K. Leon and Dawn F. Moyer

Steven and Georgia Myers

Donald and Romaine Pannabecker

Perkiomen Tours

Plains Mennonite Church

Providence Mennonite Church

Allyn and Connie Richert

Norman Rittenhouse

Kathleen and Charles Roberts

Henry and Charlotte Rosenberger

Cheryl Ruehl

Salford Mennonite Church

Arlin and Esther Shisler

Marie Shisler

Souderton Mennonite  
Homes Auxiliary

Ruth Swartley

SynaTek Solutions

Thomas & Boyds, Inc.

Towamencin Mennonite Church

Univest Bank and Trust Co.

Wendell and Jolene Weaver

Robert E. Wendig

Circle of Faith 
COMMITTED TO ANNUAL GIFTS 
OF $500 OR MORE

Lester and Louise Alderfer

Carolyn and Rodney Allebach

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Ruth Baker

Gordon and Velda Beidler

Frank and Kay Bennett

Willard and Glenda Bergey

Bill and Anne Bishop

Lori and Christian Borglum

Edward and Lucy Brubaker

John and Nancy Butterwick

Elizabeth Casmas

David and Gerry Cassel

Elaine Clemmer

Ken and Gayle Clemmer

Monique and Benjamin Cole

Larry and Lisa Connolly

J. Stanley Davis

Clair and Rosalie Derstine

Lois Derstine

Rita DiLucia

Charlotte Dimmig

Nancy and Thomas Donnelly

Nicholas and Marie Duczak

John and Sheila Duerksen

John and Carol Eells

Barbara Felton and William Brown

Ralph and Carol Folcarelli

Nancy E. Frantz

Harvey Freed

David and Esther Friesen

Charlie and Rae Ann Glass

Walter and Anne Godley

Paula Godown

Donna and Jeffrey Godshall

Ted Gody

Carolyn Gordon

James and Donna Gresh

Daryl and Barbara Hackman

Norman and Judith Hartzel

Keith and Betsy Heavener

P. Scott Heckler

Ruth Hertzler

Bill and Mary Anne Hildebrand

Jesse Houck

Bryan and Barbara Hunsberger

The J. Kenneth Jones Family

Richard and Colette Karuschkat

Frank and Elva Keenan

Mary Kehs

Shirley G. Keller

Ruth Kinsey

Floyd and Debra Kratz

Dr. Vernon and Elizabeth Kratz

Wilbur and Marilyn Kriebel

Bill and Donna Kriner

Bill and Floss Kuhfuss

Gregory and Ellen Lacher

Sandy and Steven Landes

Richard and Sandra Linberger

Donna Longacre

Henry and Carol Longacre

Francis and Mary Loughran

Ronald and Diane Ludwig

Donna Merow

Alexandra and Bill Metricarti

Earl and Betty Mininger

Kathleen M. Mitchell

Alice T. Moore

Jeryl and Geraldine Moore

Dr. J. Phillip and Betsy Moyer

K. Leon and Dawn F. Moyer

Vesta Moyer

Richard and Judy Mumaugh

Roy and Annie Musselman

Steven and Georgia Myers

Gladys Nice

David and Karen Olson

Barry and Carol Pratt

Jean Press

Eileen Prusinski

Kenneth and Beverly Ralphs

Royden Rittenhouse

Dolores Rupley

Tom and Shirley Sanders

Ray and Nancy Scherfel

John and Eva Seeton

Randy and Sylvia Shelly

Arlin and Esther Shisler

Kathy and James Shott

E. Dianne Smith

Rogger and Patricia Stauffer

Lois Stevens

Joan Seitzinger

Perry and Carol Townsend

Kenneth Truscott

Robert and Olive Turnipseed

Janet and Norman Vincent

Robert E. Wendig

Dean and Julie Wimmer

Dena and David Winner

Lorraine Zook

Margaret and Wilmer Zook



The Willows 
of Living Branches
2343 Bethlehem Pike
Hatfield, PA 19440
215-822-0688

Souderton
Mennonite Homes
207 W. Summit Street
Souderton, PA 18964
215-723-9881

Dock Woods
275 Dock Drive
Lansdale, PA 19446
215-368-4438

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
275 Dock Drive • Lansdale, PA 19446
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U.S. Postage 

P A I D
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DISCOVER LIVING BRANCHES

Discover Living Branches virtual events are 

available for Residential Living and Personal 

Care. We will explore the opportunities 

available and you will get a taste of how 

residents live and grow together as they 

lead lives that are joy-filled and purposeful. 

Registration is required for this free event. 

To register, visit www.livingbranches.org/

events.

OR SCHEDULE 
YOUR TOUR FOR PERSONAL CARE

Karen Walser
The Willows of Living Branches

267-272-2351

Donna Godshall
Souderton Mennonite Homes

215-723-9881

Nicole Cwalina
Dock Woods

215-368-4438


