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IN RECENT MONTHS, WE HAVE ANNOUNCED 

some exciting changes at Living Branches: renaming Dock Meadows as 

The Willows of Living Branches, introducing a student in residence at The 

Willows, and announcing a new customer service initiative for staff. Each time 

we introduce news to staff and residents I am reminded of the importance 

of observing reactions and asking what people are thinking, rather than 

depending on our own interpretations of their behavior.

When we announced the new name of Dock Meadows as The Willows of 

Living Branches, one resident had a very emotional reaction. His head was in 

his hands and I was unsure whether he was reacting positively or negatively. 

After asking what was on his mind, I learned how much The Willows means 

to him. In this edition of Branching Out, you’ll hear from Bill as he shares the 

significance that The Willows has in his life, both past and present.

You will also meet Jenni Agosto, a senior at Delaware Valley University and 

the first student in residence at The Willows. We have been diligently working 

to bring a student in residence program to Living Branches, as we know 

that residents value relationships with younger persons. They may not have 

specifically asked for a college student to become their neighbor down the hall, 

but part of our role as staff is to think about creative ways to meet the needs 

and desires of our residents. We need to understand the common themes and 

then create opportunities for those connections to happen. 

This need to understand our residents on a personal level is one of the key 

drivers for The Living Branches Experience, a training program currently 

being developed that will educate staff about the standards and expectations 

for customer service. We cannot assume we know what residents want. We 

need to ask. We need to find out. And then we need to work to empower them 

to lead lives of purpose and joy.

I am grateful to share that the response to these new initiatives and The 

Willows changing name has been overwhelmingly positive. Persons have 

shared that the name is invitational, has a sense of warmth, and sounds like 

a place to call home. Many exciting things are happening at Living Branches 

and I thank you for your feedback, support, and involvement. We are living 

and growing, together.

A PUBLICATION OF LIVING BRANCHES

Together we empower older adults and families 
to lead lives of purpose and joy, guided by the 
Mennonite tradition of care and service to others.

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM

Edward D. Brubaker, NHA 
President/CEO
Bruce L. Alder, MBA 
Chief Risk Officer
Monique L. Cole, NHA/PCHA 
Executive Director, Souderton Mennonite Homes  
and The Willows of Living Branches
Nancy M. Donnelly, MBA, NHA 
Executive Director, Dock Woods
Alexandra K. Metricarti, MBA 
Chief Marketing and Public Relations Officer
Steven D. Myers, MBA 
Chief Financial and Technology Officer
Katherine S. Shott, MBA, NHA, SHRM-SCP 
Chief Human Resources Officer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kenneth J. Clemmer, Chair
John W. Duerksen, Vice Chair 
L. Brent Kolb, Secretary 
James L. Rittenhouse, Treasurer 
J. Todd Alderfer, MD 
Kenneth R. Burkholder                                                                                                
Angela S. Hackman 
Bryan K. Hunsberger 
Amy L. Kolb 
Jane L. Ruth 
Sylvia F. Shelly 
Edward D. Brubaker, President

EDITORIAL STAFF

Alexandra K. Metricarti, Editor-in-Chief 
Rebecca L. Kikendall, Managing Editor

Contact Branching Out at 215-368-4438 or 
BranchingOut@LivingBranches.org 

Living Branches maintains a mailing list of people 
who we feel are interested in the activities, events,  
programs, and services of our communities. If for 
any reason you want your name removed from this  
list, please email the editor with your name, address, 
and request at BranchingOut@LivingBranches.org

Living Branches is a member of:

FROM THE PRESIDENT ’S DESK

EXCITING 
CHANGES IN 2018 

EDWARD D. BRUBAKER 

President/CEO

WWW.LIVINGBRANCHES.ORG



WWW.LIVINGBRANCHES.ORGLIVING BRANCHES  |  LIVE & GROW – TOGETHER4

Tracing the Roots and Enjoying the Blooms 
of an Inspiring New Identity

By: Danielle Leheny

SPRING IS HERE, 
AND WITH IT COMES 
RENEWAL AND 
AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO REJOICE IN 
EVERYTHING 
THAT BLOOMS 
THROUGHOUT THE 
SEASON.For the Living 

Branches Dock Meadows 

residents and staff in Hatfield, 

this spring holds even more 

reason to celebrate – as they 

proudly announce the brand 

new name of their community. 

ON April 12, Dock Meadows 

officially became known 

as “The Willows of Living Branches.” 

Even though the swapping of 

everything from signs to stationary 

has taken place in a short amount 

of time, the thought process and the 

collaboration behind the name change 

first took root many months ago.

THE RATIONALE FOR RENEWAL

“We had many reasons for considering 

a fresh name for this community,” 

said Alex Metricarti, Chief Marketing 

and Public Relations Officer, Living 

Branches. “Dock Meadows itself was 

– and is – undergoing an exciting 

period of revitalization, so change 

was definitely on all of our minds. 

A discussion about a possible brand 

enhancement fit naturally into our 

broader focus on beautifying the 

residences, amenities, and grounds  

of the community.”

The main Meadow House was the first 

part of the renovation, followed by the 

North Wing, then the South Wing. Both 

staff and residents are also excited about 

the new student in residence program, 

and first participant Jenni Agosto 

is already making her own unique 

contributions to the community (learn 

more in Jenni’s feature on page 8). 

“Even our leadership is new!” said 

Alex. “Our Executive Director, 

Monique Cole, who also oversees 

Souderton Mennonite Homes, has 

been here for about eight months,  

and she has helped lead the charge  

for the Dock Meadows revitalization 

since she came on board.”  

Another reason for the name change 

was a purely logistical one: people 

sometimes confused Dock Meadows 

with the larger Dock Woods community 

in Lansdale. Even more frequently, 

visitors thought that Dock Meadows 

was located at Dock Woods – an easy 

assumption to make since the larger 

Dock Woods encompasses Dock Acres, 

Dock Terrace, Dock Gardens, and Dock 

Manor. There are plenty of stories 

about folks showing up for a Dock 

Meadows appointment at Dock Woods! 

“But the biggest reason we decided to 

pursue a new name for Dock Meadows 

is that this community absolutely 

deserves its own unique identity,” said 

Alex. “The ‘Dock’ part of the name 

was confused with Dock Woods, and 

‘Meadow’ is one of the most frequently 

used words in senior living brands. We 

knew we could discover a name that 

helped tell the story of the people who 

live and work here.”

Since its opening in 1942, Dock 

Meadows has served as a small, close-

knit community, and today, it remains 

a unique option for potential residents. 

As a solely Personal Care community, 

most of its residents move in directly 

from their homes, and because the 

community is smaller, residents often 

have a much easier time making  

the transition. 

“All of our Living Branches 

communities have a culture 

of love and care, but there’s 

something very special 

about the closeness of 

the Dock Meadows staff 

and residents,” said 

Alex. “Everybody knows 

everybody, and everything about it 

makes it a welcoming, warm, caring 

home.”

One resident, for example, has taken 

it upon herself to make daily calls to 

any fellow resident who is currently 

staying in the hospital. Other residents 

join in on the outreach by making “get 

well” cards and small care packages. 

Due in part to the closeknit nature 

of the community, residents at Dock 

Meadows have traditionally been able 

to stay in Personal Care longer than 

those in other communities – making 

it an ideal choice for residents with the 

wish to only move once. 

“There were so many reasons to push 

forward with a unique name for this 

unique community,” said Alex. “After 

we had discussed all of the whys of 

the name change, the only thing left 

to discuss was what name do we 

choose?”

“All of our Living Branches communities 
have a culture of love and care, but there’s 
something very special about the closeness 
of the Dock Meadows staff and residents”
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The Willow provided a safe haven and 

countless happy memories through 

even the most turbulent of times.

“The Great Depression hit my family 

hard,” said Bill. “My grandfather’s 

business had gone bankrupt, and my 

father lost his job as electrician. The 

times were challenging, and we had 

very little – but our shared ray of hope 

was the joy we felt every summer 

as we travelled to The Willow in 

Knoebels Grove.”

In the mornings, Bill and his brother 

would walk down to the park and 

watch the workmen getting the grove 

ready for visitors. Sometimes, they 

were treated to free rides on the 

amusements or a snack from the 

concession stand. In the afternoon, 

they splashed through the stream by 

the cottage and explored the wonders 

of nature around them. Bill and 

his family also grew close with the 

neighboring families who lived in the 

other cottages in Knoebels, and every 

day offered the same perfect simplicity, 

as well as a brand new adventure.

“It would be hard to pick any one 

moment as a favorite,” said Bill. “For 

all of us, our time at The Willow 

simply meant peace and home. For 

me, it was all the wonderful moments 

spent with my father, mother, brother, 

and sister – away from any troubles in 

the real world.”

In his teenage years, Bill and his 

brother frequently popped by 

Knoebels’ new roller skating rink, 

which offered an excellent opportunity 

to meet girls. Bill is quick to laugh at 

the memory, but also quick to point 

out that the right girl didn’t come 

along until years later, when he was 

a college student at Bloomsburg 

University. 

“It was a classic blind date,” said Bill. 

“My roommate had a date one night, 

and I asked if his date could bring a 

friend. It was one of the best nights of 

my life. Meryl and I have been happily 

married for 68 years.”

On July 3, 2015, Bill and Meryl moved 

into Dock Meadows, and instantly 

knew it was home. Soon after they 

moved in, Meryl experienced a fall that 

required nursing care, and the couple 

quickly learned that residents and staff 

alike rally in support when someone in 

the community needs it.

“Meryl’s recovery was a challenging 

time, but the special care she and I 

both received helped restore our peace 

and calm,” said Bill. “It reminded 

me of the feeling my family and I felt 

in the small, caring community in 

Knoebels – and reinforced our view 

of Dock Meadows as our home and 

family.”  

AN ENDURING CONNECTION

Concerned with Bill’s emotional 

reaction during the reveal of the new 

name, a staff member asked Bill if he 

didn’t like the name The Willows.

“Not like it?” he said. “I love it. It’s 

perfect.” 

Bill’s special story and connection 

to the community’s name has been 

shared with many people in the Living 

Branches family.

“Since hearing of our new name, 

I’ve been spending a lot of time 

reminiscing about my youth and our 

precious days at The Willow,” said Bill. 

“Just recently, I was thinking about 

how my brother and I would climb 

that willow tree by the stream. It was a 

place that we felt safe and free.”

“We feel that same security here at 

The Willows,” added Bill. “It’s right. 

It’s home. It was part of the first and is 

now part of the last chapter in my life. 

And I’m so grateful to God for working 

to bring us here.”
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During the “big reveal” of Dock Meadows’ 
new name, the Living Branches staff 
noticed that one resident, Bill Tidey, was 
visibly affected by the news. He placed his 
head in his hands when he first heard the 
name “The Willows of Living Branches” 
– and he seemed at a loss for words. The 
staff feared that he didn’t like the choice, 
but when they asked him what he was 
thinking, they couldn’t believe what he  
had to say.

Because for Bill Tidey, The Willows isn’t 

just a name. It’s everything. It’s a life 

coming full circle.

STEPPING BACK IN TIME…

Bill was born in 1926 – the same 

year that Bill’s father and his four 

brothers built a beautiful cottage 

in Knoebels Grove, a family-owned and operated 

park, picnic grove, and campground in Elysburg, 

Pennsylvania. From the time he was born until he 

finished high school, Bill spent weeks at time with his 

family in their Knoebels Grove getaway. 

The cottage sat by the edge of a large stream, which 

was graced with a lovely willow tree perfect for 

climbing. Inspired by its peaceful beauty, the family 

decided to hang a plaque on their cottage that would 

name their summer home for decades. They called it 

“The Willow.” And much like the tree it was named for, 

COMING

FULLcircle
Connects One Resident  
to His Treasured Past

A COLLABORATIVE PROCESS.  

A CELEBRATORY “REVEAL.”

Living Branches worked with a senior living marketing 

firm to generate naming possibilities in every direction 

they could imagine. Concepts ranged from aspirational 

(e.g. joyous), to location-based (e.g. Hatfield), to words 

that drew on the Mennonite faith. One choice stood above 

the rest from the very beginning, and participants in the 

focus groups were continually drawn to it.

“The campus backyard is a beautiful nature preserve 

with a lovely willow tree, and both residents and staff 

enjoy watching the wildlife that visits the area,” said Alex. 

“It came as no surprise that the word ‘willow’ evoked a 

feeling of peace and joy, and focus group participants 

repeatedly confirmed that this choice perfectly captures 

the spirit of the community.”

Alex and her team presented the chosen name, The 

Willows of Living Branches, to the residents’ council first, 

and they embraced it immediately. That same afternoon, 

all residents enjoyed the “Big Reveal” at a community 

party, complete with ice cream, cake, and of course, 

memory sharing.

“It’s amazing how many people in the community have 

lovely memories of willow trees,” said Alex. “Some 

planted a willow tree the year they got married. Others 

fondly recall climbing in willow trees as children or 

hiding inside an umbrella of graceful branches, feeling 

safe and protected from the rest of the world – much like 

they feel here in this community.”

A PERFECT NAME. A BEAUTIFUL FUTURE.

Soon, the lovely willow tree of The Willows of Living 

Branches will again be in full bloom to the delight of 

residents, staff, and visitors. But this year, that bloom will 

hold even sweeter meeting for the community.

“Our willow tree has long delighted everyone who sees 

it, and now, it serves as a tangible reminder of the special 

beauty and closeness of The Willows and its people,” said 

Alex. “As it blooms this spring, so too will the community. 

Our revitalization will continue to enhance the daily lives 

of all who live and work here – and now, we have a brand 

new name that perfectly reflects who we are as a unique 

community of love and care.” 

“I was thinking about how my brother 
and I would climb that willow tree 

by the stream. It was a place that we felt 
safe and free. We feel that same security 

here at The Willows.”

WWW.LIVINGBRANCHES.ORG 7
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JENNI AGOSTO loves to bring together diverse passions to 

spark new opportunities – both for herself and for the people 

in her life. And that’s exactly what she’s doing as the first 

participant in the new student in residence program at The 

Willows of Living Branches!

Currently a senior at Delaware Valley 

University, Jenni is pursuing a major in 

psychology and a minor in horticulture – 

and she is aiming for a career path that can 

combine both interests. In her junior year, 

Jenni discovered Delaware Valley University’s 

horticulture therapy certificate program, and 

she immediately knew that she’d found a way 

to unite her passions.

As a next step, Jenni wanted to put what she 

was learning in the program to practical use. 

She explored internship options through the 

university’s Center for Student Professional 

Development and came across the Living 

Branches posting about the student in 

residence program. 

“When I interviewed with the Living Branches 

team, I learned more about the many 

possible opportunities to use my horticulture 

knowledge to enhance the lives of residents,” 

said Jenni. “The more we talked, the more 

excited I became about the possibilities 

ahead.” 

Jenni spends about eight hours a week at The 

Willows. She helps oversee various events 

with the residents, shares meals and stories 

with them, and gathers input and advice 

Student in Residence
PLANTS SEEDS FOR SPRING ACTIVITIES 

AT THE WILLOWS

By: Danielle Leheny
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about the growing list of activities she has 

planned for the spring. 

“I always look forward to the warmer 

weather, but this year, I’ve been wishing for 

spring even more than I usually do,” said 

Jenni. “Once we can get outside, we’ll have a 

lot more opportunities to get our hands dirty – 

literally! Horticultural activities can help with 

everything from enhanced cognitive abilities 

and memory to physical benefits, such as 

stronger muscles and improved coordination, 

balance, and endurance. Plus, it’s just plain 

fun to grow things!”

As someone with a knack for combining 

passions, Jenni is always on the lookout for 

ways to merge horticulture with activities 

the residents already love. For example, she 

recently hosted a horticulture-themed bingo, 

so the residents could learn more about the 

flowers and vegetables soon to be growing in 

the garden. 

In a relatively short amount of time, Jenni 

has already done much to plant seeds of new 

possibilities at The Willows – but she is quick 

to admit that the residents have done even 

more to enhance her life.

“I came into this program as someone who 

doesn’t have any living grandparents, and 

now, I have many adoptive grandparents!” 

Jenni said. “My professional passions have 

broadened as well. Before Living Branches, 

I thought my career would focus primarily 

on children – something still on my wish 

list – but because of this experience, I’ve 

been deeply inspired by the restorative and 

social benefits of horticulture in a senior 

community. Every week, the residents share 

their wisdom, experiences, and love with me, 

and I will be forever grateful for the warm 

welcome into their world.”
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“It’s hard to believe my 

parents moved into 

The Willows well over a year ago,” 

said Paula Della Penna, daughter to 

residents Joan and Tom McArdle. 

“My parents seem so at peace and so 

connected to the other residents and 

staff, that it’s easy to imagine they’ve 

lived there for many years. Every time 

I visit with them, the stress I once felt 

over making such a large decision 

feels like even more of a distant 

memory when I see how happy they 

are in the community.”

Like many adult children, Paula and 

her sister found themselves faced 

with a pressing need to work together 

as a family to address a care solution 

for their aging parents. Tom’s earlier 

diagnosis of cognitive impairment had 

progressed to Alzheimer’s disease, 

and Joan was facing several physical 

health challenges, including the 

need for two hip replacements. Once 

neither Tom nor Joan could drive, the 

couple became more socially isolated, 

and daily tasks, such as preparing 

healthy meals and getting exercise, 

were more and more of a challenge.

“My parents had retired in Sea Isle, 

New Jersey – and had enjoyed some 

peaceful years there together,” said 

Paula. “My sister and I knew we had 

a tall order for any community we 

would choose for our parents. They’ve 

been married for 48 wonderful years, 

and my sister and I wanted this next 

chapter of their lives to be just as 

blissful.” 

They explored options that were close 

to both Paula, who lives in New Hope, 

and her sister, who lives in Emmaus. 

They wanted their parents to maintain 

their independence, and yet have easy 

access to the daily care they were 

increasingly needing. 

“As we talked, our wish list grew and 

grew – and so did our anxiety – but 

then one day, by the grace of God, we 

found Living Branches, and we saw 

that proverbial ‘ray of hope,’” said 

Paula. “The first person we met was 

Charlene Rogers, Sales Counselor, who 

shared her own family experiences 

with us, and made us feel like we 

weren’t alone in our journey.”

The discussion soon centered around 

The Willows, as everyone in the 

conversation felt that Tom and Joan 

would benefit from both the personal 

independence and the 24-hour support 

offered in Living Branches Personal 

Care. They also felt the couple would 

thrive in the close-knit and relatively 

small community at The Willows, which 

specializes solely in Personal Care.

“Our first impressions of The Willows 

counted heavily, because our parents 

weren’t well enough to make the 

journey until the actual move,” said 

Paula. “Even though a lot was resting 

on that visit, the primary emotion I felt 

during the tour was an overwhelming 

sense of calm. It was clear, from 

the moment we stepped into the 

community, that this was a place of 

care, support, and peace.”

Tom and Joan’s move to The Willows 

was just as calm and peaceful, and 

since then, Paula and her sister see 

constant evidence that the decision has 

enriched the lives of their parents over 

the past fourteen months. 

As The Willows of Living Branches celebrates its exciting next chapter, 
one family reflects on the impact the community has made 

in their own personal journey.

By: Danielle Leheny

THE GIFT OF A

Loving Decision 
AND Community

“I was deeply touched when I found out that the Living 

Branches staff connected my parents to the local Roman 

Catholic Church,” said Paula. “Faith has always been 

an important part of their lives, and maintaining this 

connection has been a critical factor in their happiness and 

continued growth.”

Paula also credits the Living Branches Memory Café with 

many of the positive enhancements in their daily lives. The 

Memory Café program offers regular meetings to support 

and educate caregivers of a loved one with Alzheimer’s 

disease. The program also includes fun and valuable 

activities for residents with memory issues.

“I’d heard of similar programs at places like the University 

of Pennsylvania, so to find such cutting-edge support within 

an intimate community like The Willows felt like the best of 

both worlds,” said Paula. 

Both Joan and Tom were lovingly whisked into other 

activities and support routines as well. Joan joined The 

Willows residents’ council, which led to her involvement 

in a range of community pastimes and events. The couple 

quickly formed new friendships, which supported them 

through the transition – and continue to keep their calendars 

full and vibrant every day of the week.

Whenever she is asked when she knew that her parents had 

fully transitioned to life at The Willows, Paula maintains that 

it wasn’t one moment in particular 

– but it was right away – which 

minimized her own stress during the 

transition.

“I could see their happiness from the 

very first visit, and I could hear the 

lack of stress in my mom’s voice when I called her on the 

phone,” said Paula. “She had been dealing with so much on 

her plate before the move, and now, she can focus on what 

brings her joy.”

Paula and her sister have also been inspired by the positive 

health improvements they’ve seen in their parents. Joan 

attends regular physical therapy sessions, and the easy 

access to healthy food, medical care, and genuine support 

has made a tangible difference – physically, mentally, and 

spiritually. 

“As we look back, we realize that the decision placed before 

us as a family was truly a gift – not just for my parents, but 

also for my sister and me,” said Paula. “With the beautiful 

knowledge that my parents are so well supported and cared 

for at The Willows of Living Branches, we can continue to 

enjoy our parents as ‘mom and dad.’ Every visit, every smile, 

and every new memory has been a part of this gift, and we 

look forward to continuing to see that gift blossom as both 

our parents – and The Willows itself – explore this lovely 

next chapter in their journey together as a community.”

“Faith has always been an important part 
of their lives, and maintaining this connection 

has been a critical factor in their happiness 
and continued growth.”
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ONE OF THE MANY BENEFITS 
OF LIVING IN A PERSONAL CARE 
COMMUNITY IS THE VARIETY 
OF MEANINGFUL PROGRAMS 
AVAILABLE FOR RESIDENTS 
ON A DAILY BASIS. These activities 

are purposefully chosen, developed, and 

implemented to meet the specific needs and 

lifelong interests of each and every unique 

resident. Research has shown the tremendous 

importance of involvement in leisure 

activities for the healthy aging of older adults, 

as well as the many benefits provided from 

activity engagement in all domains of well-

being. Not only do the available programs 

improve quality of life for each resident, but 

they also provide opportunities to create 

lasting friendships, foster meaningful social 

interactions, and create an overall sense of 

community. 

One of the new activities in our Memory 

Care community is the Music and Motion 

program I developed for Living Branches. 

When I first started working as a life 

enrichment coordinator in Oakwood Court 

and Harmony House, I began to observe 

the positive participation and engagement 

in activities that involved music, especially 

Harmony House worship with Pastor Ray, 

the Chimes Choir led by Deb Lipsi, and the 

variety of community-wide musical events 

provided by Eileen Burks. I also began to 

notice the increase in sustained attention 

and engagement in activities that involved 

some form of physical movement, including 

balloon and ball games, chair aerobics, and 

the Harmony House bowling league. 

Due to the available trainings, workshops, 

and informative presentations provided by 

Living Branches and the Music & Memory 

program, I learned about the significant 

benefits that music has on individuals with 

dementia and the importance that physical 

activity plays in the improving functional 

abilities in older adults and persons with 

dementia. By combining this new knowledge, 

observations about musical activities, 

information I knew about each resident, and 

my past education in therapeutic recreation 

and geriatric care, I decided to create a new 

THE  

POWER OF MUSIC 
for Persons with 

DEMENTIA
By: Maureen McShea 

Life Enrichment Coordinator, Dock Woods

program. The goal was to involve music in a meaningful 

way, sustain the attention and engagement of those 

participating, and improve the overall quality of life for each 

resident in multiple domains of health.

The goal of the Music and Motion program I developed 

is to sustain cognitive, physical, emotional, and social 

functioning. It is a weekly program that lasts 30-60 minutes 

and involves music, instruments, dancing, physical activity, 

coordination, direction following, individual expression, 

and social interaction. Each resident holds an instrument 

while familiar upbeat, rhythmic music is played. The 

activity typically starts with the group following the leader’s 

movements in smaller, fine motor exercises to stretch the 

muscles and gain active participation from the residents 

(e.g., shrugging shoulders). As the activity progresses 

through the music, movements become more gross motor 

(e.g., shake instruments side to side), and eventually more 

complex (e.g., out, out, in, in, clap, clap). As the activity 

continues, the role of the leader shifts from life enrichment 

coordinator to the residents. Residents are encouraged to 

lead the group in a personalized movement that the rest of 

the group follows, creating opportunities for residents to 

express themselves and experience positive self-worth and 

reinforcement. It was stunning to watch all the residents 

move in unison and in beat as a group, while positively 

interacting and reinforcing each other’s movements. 

One resident in particular who caught my attention was 

a woman with progressed dementia who often gets upset 

during seated exercise sessions because of her frustration 

and difficulty with following some of even the most simple 

movements. However, during Music and Motion, her rhythm 

and motions were synchronized with the entire group, 

even during some of the more complex movements! I was 

absolutely amazed to see how the rhythmic music drastically 

improved that resident’s ability to follow directions and 

sustain attention. In addition to the increased cognitive 

functioning exhibited during the activity, the resident’s 

overall mood, emotional regulation, and social engagement 

with others in the group also improved. She was socially 

engaged with the other residents, laughing and smiling 

throughout the entire session, and even took a turn leading 

the group in a movement she created. It was incredible to 

personally witness, and not just hear about, the power of 

music in those with dementia. 

The available programs, opportunities for socialization, and 

activity approaches to maintaining healthy functioning are 

just some of the many benefits and services available in 

Personal Care. Personal Care communities assist individuals 

in participating in all the things they love to do, regardless 

of functional decline, in order to improve well-being. It is 

the benefit of having activity professionals in Personal Care 

communities who are able to identify resident’s interests and 

wants, and provide resources so residents are able to engage 

in the things that bring them joy.



Connections of Care
Living Branches partners with Drexel University 

to boost knowledge, collaboration, and innovation 
in dementia care.

KATHLEEN ROBERTS, the Living Branches 

director of dementia care strategy, has always believed 

that partnerships make a huge difference in what you can 

accomplish – both at work and in life. As a matter of fact, 

more than two years ago, Kathleen made a connection in her 

personal life that eventually sparked exciting partnership 

opportunities between Living Branches and Drexel 

University that will help shape our collective Memory Care 

understanding and capabilities. 

“I was attending a conference hosted by the American 

Alzheimer’s Association to learn more about how I could 

better support my mother,” said Kathleen. “One of the 

speakers was the Dean of Drexel’s College of Nursing and 

Health Professions, Gloria Donnelly, and she spoke so 

beautifully about her personal experiences with her parents – 

and had so much knowledge about the subject – that I walked 

up to speak with her more. After we talked, I had her business 

card in my hand and plenty of inspiration in my head.”

A year later, soon after Kathleen accepted her new role in 

dementia care strategy, she found Gloria’s business card 

and re-opened the conversation – this time focused on a 

potential partnership with Living Branches. Kathleen and 

Gloria set up a meeting for a range of attendees from both 

sides to discuss possibilities, and as the discussion unfolded, 

the collaborative ideas flowed from both organizations to 

discuss.

“We wanted to choose a project where we could hit the 

ground running,” said Kathleen. “We eventually identified 

‘Caregiver Burnout’ as our first area of study, because it isn’t 

something that has been widely examined.”

Living Branches hosted four focus groups with residents, 

staff, and family caregivers – and the Drexel team identified 

common themes and areas for improvement. Together, they 

selected communications 

as the first topic for follow-

up training.

“The challenges that arise from 

communicating with someone suffering from 

dementia can be overwhelming for any caregiver,” said 

Kathleen. “Through this new training, we want to help staff 

and family members alike discover ways to connect with 

residents with dementia – whether through music, memory-

sharing, or other acts of caring communication.”

Because one great partnership often leads to others, the 

collaboration with Drexel enabled Living Branches to 

receive a grant from LeadingAge PA for a new, three-year, 

student scholarship program. 

“We want to inspire the next generation of caregivers and 

help them understand the joy and diverse opportunities 

of working in long-term care,” said Kathleen. “Last 

year’s student intern received a wide range of hands-on 

experiences in all aspects of care, as well as oversight and 

ownership of several new projects for residents that ties 

directly into the work we’re doing with Drexel.”

And Kathleen and her team are just getting started! Drexel’s 

College of Nursing and Health Professions just welcomed a 

new dean, Laura Gitlin, who is excited to build the alliance. 

The next collaborative project will focus on the impact of 

different forms of physical exercise for persons with dementia. 

“When I think about the future of this partnership, all 

I see is possibilities,” said Kathleen. “Every member of 

this collaboration brings unique creativity, insight, and 

experiences to the table – and together, we will continue to 

make a real difference in care – for our own residents and 

for the broader community.”

F
rom a social work perspective, Personal Care is so much 

more than assistance with activities of daily living. It is about 

enriching the physical, mental, spiritual, and social wellbeing 

of each individual resident and the persons who form their support 

network. Personal Care is designed to maintain independence, 

dignity, and the overall quality of a person’s life. 

Personal Care at Living Branches is 

just that: an individualized experience, 

taking into account each resident and 

their values and beliefs. As a social 

worker, I strive to promote a holistic 

approach that focuses on the physical, 

mental, and spiritual wellbeing of each 

resident. Beyond the idea of offering 

personalized physical care and 

management, Personal Care focuses 

on personalizing the mental, spiritual, 

and social wellbeing of both residents 

and their families. 

When a person and their support 

network make the decision to move 

to Personal Care, they can expect 

to receive physical health services 

designed to meet each resident’s 

current needs. We provide support 

for residents’ mobility, dressing and 

bathing, continence, medication 

management, and more. Residents 

are empowered to maintain their 

independence while receiving 

supportive services from our staff to 

supplement their daily care. We strive 

to keep residents independent and 

safe in Personal Care for as long as 

possible. 

In order to meet each resident’s social, 

emotional, and spiritual needs, we 

offer a plethora of programming and 

community events. Our residents and 

their support networks are engaged 

mentally and socially. Staff encourage 

ongoing involvement in support 

groups, religious programming, and 

daily activities. We know that some 

residents enjoy solo activities and 

others enjoy group activities. There 

are programs and activities to meet 

each resident’s needs. We value the 

THE  

HOLISTIC 
Approach

By: Jaclyn Carson  
Social Services  

Souderton Mennonite Homes

input of our residents to ensure we 

offer programs that are of interest to 

each resident. 

I have seen the power of a holistic 

approach over the three years that 

I have worked in Personal Care. 

Upon assessment, I usually meet 

residents who have been isolated 

in their own home with little or no 

community contact. Personal Care 

offers community contact while giving 

residents the opportunity to have 

privacy and alone time. I reflect on one 

resident that I met who had lived alone 

their entire life; they were depressed 

and anxious. Since moving to Personal 

Care, the resident has flourished. I 

am now greeted with a smile each 

morning; the resident comes to 

activities and is engaging with their 

peers.

By using a holistic approach, we are 

able to engage with our residents 

beyond their health care needs. When 

residents come into Personal Care at 

the appropriate time and are able to 

enjoy the services provided to them, 

they thrive. 
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CAMPUS HAPPENINGS

FRIENDS DINNER (1)

The Annual Friends Dinner was held in late October at Dock 

Woods. Residents, staff, board members, vendors, and friends 

gathered for an evening of fellowship, food, and entertainment. 

Guests enjoyed a delicious meal prepared by dining dervices and a 

wonderful concert by Higher Call quartet from Minnesota. We are 

pleased to report that over $20,000 was raised for the Sharing Fund, 

which benefits residents at Dock Woods and The Willows. Thank 

you for your very generous support. Your gifts make a difference.

LOBBY MAKEOVER (2)

Renovations in the lobby at Souderton Mennonite Homes were 

completed just before the year’s end. The new entrance now boasts 

a beautiful patterned floor, new furniture, fireplace, and a front 

desk that is more open and accessible for residents and visitors. 

We have received very positive feedback from residents and staff. 

Additionally, dining services is now serving flavored water at the 

beverage station. We hope you stop by to see the new look. And be 

sure to have a refreshment while you’re there!

VALENTINE SOCIAL (3)

Gordon and Velda Beidler were gracious host and hostess again this 

year at the valentine celebration at Souderton Mennonite Homes. 

The featured entertainment was The Coventry Singers, a choral 

group from the Pottstown area. Residents enjoyed their musical 

selections and hors d’oeuvres provided by the dining services 

team following the concert. This event is always a bright spot for 

residents during wintertime.

MUSIC THERAPY (4)

Board certified music therapist, Seth Laucks, provides music 

therapy workshops that teach staff, volunteers, and family members 

how to effectively use music and instruments as tools to draw 

in residents and loved ones. After the winter workshop, Seth 

conducted a music session at The Willows. He interacted with 

each resident to understand their experience in playing musical 

instruments and then we played music together. One resident  

was so moved by the exercises that she stood up and danced  

to the music!

WINTER TEA (5)

Residents from Oakwood Court and Harmony House were planning 

to have an afternoon tea at the Talking Tea Cup when a nor’easter 

hit! The snowstorm kept the group from traveling, so the life 

enrichment staff brought the tea to the residents! They decorated 

the great room with teapots and flowers, served special treats, 

and played a snow-themed trivia game. Because of the weather, 

residents had their choice of hot tea and hot cocoa.
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Charitable Donations 
to the Living Branches Foundation

JULY 1, 2017 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2017

Gifts to the Souderton 
Mennonite Homes  
Agape Fund
Bruce and Deborah Alder

Eva Alderfer

The Estate of Warren H. Alderfer

Diane Alexander

Marvin and Grace Anders

Apple Orchard Cafe

Applebee’s of Lansdale

Bergey’s Chevrolet

Harold and Esther Bergey

Edward and Lucy Brubaker

Burger King of Souderton

David and Geraldine Cassel

Shirley Clemens

Elaine Clemmer

Vernon and Grace Clemmer

Dairy Queen of Souderton

Sherrill De Aoun

Clair and Rosalie Derstine

Leon and Elaine Derstine

Verna Detweiler

Franconia Square Cafe and Market

Nancy Frantz

T. Dale and Anna Frederick

Harvey and Grace Freed

Howard Freed

David J. and Esther G. Friesen

Florence Garges

Arlene Gehman

Karl and Patti Godschall

Margaret Godschall

Linneaus and Elsie Godshall

Grace Mennonite Church

Bud and Carol Gross

Elizabeth Hagey

William Harding

Donna Hartman

Gerald and Gloria Heckler

David and Sandra Hersh

Charles and Nancy Hollenbach

Philip and Susan Keeler

Lois Kerns

Harold and Gladys G. Knechel

Mark and Jean Kolb

Phyllis Kooker

Charles Kramer

Dorothy Kratz

Robert and Betty Kratz

Wilbur and Marilyn Kriebel

Elizabeth Kulp

John and Betty Lou Kulp

Jennifer Laconis

Landis Market

Henry Landis

Linford and Frances Landis

Naomi Landis

Grace Leatherman

Cora Longacre

George Lynch

David and Joanne McCrork

Doris Moyer

Jacob and Diane Moyer

Richard Moyer

Ruth Ann Moyer

Shirley Moyer

Stanley A. and Gloria K. Moyer

Vesta Moyer

Henry and Lois Musselman

Rachel Myers

Ruth Nafziger

Napa Auto Parts of Lansdale

Samuel and Gladys Nyce

O’Grady’s Family Restaurant

Larry ONeill

Loren and Eileen Parmer

Plains Mennonite Church

R & S Keystone Diner

Grace Rickert-Moyer

Shirley Rittenhouse

Gloria Scheip

Erma Schnabel

Marie Shisler

SKF Group

Wayne and Marian Steinly

Lawrence and Deborah Stevens

Lois Stevens

Sudz in a Bucket Car Wash

Charles and Shirley Swartz

Doris Texter

Shirley Texter

The Towne Restaurant

Towamencin Mennonite Church

Raymond and Linda Trauger

Nancy Trinkle

Willard K. Tyson

Walmart of Harleysville

Anna Wambold

Evelyn Wismer

Sharon Wismer

Clyde and Gladys Yoder

Harold and Judy Ziegler

Gifts to the Dock Village 
Youth Fund
Edward and Lucy Brubaker

Rita DiLucia

Dock Woods Spiritual Life Committee

Raymond and Janet Harrison

Francis and Mary Loughran

Shirlee Nicolino

Erickson and Kathryn Reger

Henry and Charlotte Rosenberger

Salford Mennonite Church

Thomas and Loretta Slattery

Gifts to the Fund for 
Housing for Retired 
Church Workers
Noah and Sarah Kolb

Gifts to the Living 
Branches Benevolent  
Care Fund
Abdelsalam Corporation,  

dba Linli Jewelry

Myung Ock and Sae Hwan Ahn

Bruce and Deborah Alder

Alderfer Glass Company

Cindy Alderfer

Ferne Alderfer

Ralph Alderfer

Wilmer and Lois Alderfer

Bruce Aldinger

AmazonSmile

Bergey’s Electric, Inc.

Bergey’s Inc.

J. Russell and Rhoda L. Bishop

William and Anne Bishop

Edward and Lucy Brubaker

Kenneth and Karen Burkholder

John and Nancy Butterwick

C & S Lawn and Landscape

Doris Camburn

Charles Schwab

Clair and Arlayne Clemens

Clemens Food Group/ 
Hatfield Quality Meats

Douglas and Becky Clemens

Kenneth and Frances Clemens

Kenneth and Gayle Clemmer

Vernon and Grace Clemmer

Stephen and Kim Cluff

Contract Pharmacy Services, Inc.

J. Stanley Davis

Steve Landis and Deborah Dayton

John Dearden

Clair and Rosalie Derstine

Willard and Lillie Derstine

Anna R. Detweiler

Detweiler Construction, Inc.

Charlotte Dimmig

Norman and Colleen Donald

David Donaldson

Nancy and Thomas Donnelly

Eagles Peak Spring Water, Inc.

Everence Financial Services

Kimberly and David Fischer

FLIK Lifestyles

Ralph and Carol Folcarelli

William and Anna Freed

Jeane Fretz

Lois Fretz

Ruby Friedland

Sandra Frye

William and Sarabeth Gadd

Larry and Judith Gerhart

Jeffrey and Donna Godshall

Linneaus and Elsie Godshall

Ted Gody

James and Donna Gresh

H. Mininger & Son, Inc.

Daryl and Barbara Hackman

Joseph and Angela Hackman

Alan and Lisa Halteman

Harleysville Savings Bank

Raymond and Janet Harrison

Norman and Judith Hartzel

Robert Heacock and Carol Heflin

Keith and Betsy Heavener

Robert and Beatrice Henning

Ruth Hertzler

William and Mary Anne Hildebrand

Ron and Joanne Hostetter

Robert and Barbara Houston

John and Vera Hubbard

Ray and Brenda Hurst

JG General Contractor, Inc.

John Garis Homes, Inc.

Richard and Colette Karuschkat

Francis and Elva J. Keenan

Mary Kehs

Keller Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Shirley Keller

Betty Kinzie

Brian and Amy Kolb

Floyd and Debra Kratz

Vernon and Elizabeth Kratz

William and Donna Kriner

Lacher & Associates

J. Clyde and Jane Landes

Steven and Sandy Landes

David and Carolyn Landis

Landis Decorating

The Estate of Grace H. Landis

Samuel and Helen Lapp

Patricia and Spencer Lee

Cheryl and Anthony Loftus

Paul and Esther Long

Richard and Rose Longacre

Francis and Mary Loughran

Robert and Geraldine Loux

Phoebe A. Markley

Wilson and Patricia Marvel

Vera Matour

Shirley McCoy

Alexandra and William Metricarti

Theran and Marlene Mills

Eva S. Moyer

K. Leon and Dawn F. Moyer

June Murphy

Roy and Annie Musselman

Elizabeth Myers

Joseph and Charlotte Myers

Steven and Georgia Myers

Bradley and Barbara Nester

Dr. Richard and Patricia Nyce

David and Karen Olson

Donald and Romaine Pannabecker

Allen and Tina Pannell

Paths, LLC

Robert and Elizabeth Peterson

Podulka Family Trust

William and Jean Press

Providence Mennonite Church

Rhonda Reed

Brian and Valerie Richards

Rita’s Summertime Delites, LLC

James and Kendra Rittenhouse

Roy Rittenhouse

Andrew Rosenberger

William and Bonnie Rush

Vernon and Janet Ruth

Walter and Margaret Sames

Paul and Regina Schlosser

Erma Schnabel

Bonnie and Dean Scott

Randy and Sylvia Shelly

Katherine and James Shott

Sliwinski Floor Covering Services, Inc.

Ronald and Susan Souder

Wayne and Marian Steinly

Joan Stitzinger

Ruth Swartley

Thelma Swartzendruber

Diane Sykes

The Benevity Community  
Impact Fund

The Merck Foundation

The Weimer Group

Thomas & Boyds, Inc.

Towamencin Mennonite Church

Robert and Dorothy Tyson

Nancy Vicario

Norman and Janet Vincent

Jean Weaver

Weaver, Reckner and Reinhart  
Dental Associates

Wendell and Jolene Weaver

Donald and Mary Weiss

Williams-Bergey-Koffel Funeral Home

William and Susan Wilson

Dean and Julia Wimmer

Clyde and Gladys Yoder

Margaret and Wilmer Zook

Gifts to the Nursing 
Scholarship Fund
Anthony Salmon

Gifts to the Designated 
Gifts Fund
Alderfer Poultry Farm, Inc.

Dennis and Joan Alderfer

Harold and Ferne Alderfer

Marie Baglio and Sally Pfeifer

Dorothy Baker

Elizabeth Batton

Gordon R. and Velda M. Beidler

Gordon and Joan Bell

Richard and Suzanne Benner

Charlotte Binder

Ethel Blumberg

Frederick Bookheimer

Marie Boulton

Care and Share Thrift Shoppes

Clair and Arlayne Clemens

Douglas and Becky Clemens

Nancy Cuthbertson

Dave’s Auto and Tire Center

Margaret Dawson

Arline Donohue

Shirley Eyre

Doris Fenton

James and Beth Fenton

David Fluck

The George T. Focht and  
Elizabeth P. Focht Living Trust

Albert and Kathleen Getson

Jeffrey and Donna Godshall

Stanley and Susan E. Godshall

Jane Graham

Michael and Mary Ann Grey

Jomaira Guzman

Harmony Promotional Solutions

Robert Heacock and Carol Heflin

Henning’s Market

Joan Hinks

Janet Howarth

Ray and Brenda Hurst

I.T. Landes & Son, Inc.

Winifred Keller

Jeryl M. and Eileen H. Knechel
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Richard and Karen Koitzsch

Floyd and Monique Kratz 

Gerald and Lisa Kulhanjian

Joseph Kuroski

J. Clyde and Jane Landes

Paul and Janet Landes

Sandy and Steven Landes

Landis Supermarket

Roscoe Leatherman

Charles and Loretta Loggia

Cora Longacre

Francis and Mary Loughran

Shirley Mangin

Carol Mench

Gerald and Mary Metzler

Geraldine and Jeryl Moore

Alastair and Beverly Nisbet

Noble Metal Inc.

Sarino and Joan Parisi

Bruce Pollock

Marvin and Rachel Reinford

Randy and Tina Rhoads

Kathleen and Charles Roberts

Sadler-Suess Funeral Home

Edward Schmitt

Anna Sheasley

Arlin and Esther Shisler

Joyce Shultz

Gary and Evelyn Sloyer

Robert and Barbara Thompson

Robert and Olive Turnipseed

Richard and Gail Urmy

Raymond and Betty Watson

Will and Mary Anne Weisel

William and Susan Wilson

Gloria Zeigler

Gifts to the Dock Woods/
Dock Meadows Sharing 
Fund
Lorene Ahrens

Dennis and Joan Alderfer

Harold and Ferne Alderfer

J. Todd and Donna Alderfer

The Estate of Warren H. Alderfer

Margaret Allen

Arlo and Marjorie Anderson

Dorothy Baker

Claude and Katherine Bevan

William and Anne Bishop

Elizabeth Bloom

Ethel Blumberg

June Boehner

Frederick Bookheimer

Harry and Trudy Borchers

Lori and Christian Borglum

Marie Boulton

Margaret Briggs

Karl and Margie Buchholz

Edwin and Ethel Castor

Leslie Homer-Cattell and  
David C. Cattell

Evelyn Chaplin

Clair and Arlayne Clemens

Kennneth and Frances Clemens

Richard and Donna Clemens

Michael and Jeanette Colavita

Verna Colliver

Copernicus Society of America

CR Design

Nancy Cuthbertson

J. Stanley Davis

Margaret Dawson

John Dearden

Rose Depman

Derstine Insulation, LLC

Ivan and Lorene Derstine

John and Sheryl Derstine

Todd and Christine Detweiler

Irvin and Althea Detwiler

Frances Dewees

Rita DiLucia

Charlotte Dimmig

Warren and Maralyn Dimmig

Nancy Dodge

Arline Donohue

Teresa Doorley

Nicholas and Marie Duczak

Jane Early

Kenneth and Anne Ehst

Shirley Eyre

Doris Fenton

Thomas and Elizabeth Fetter

Jacqueline Fleming

Ralph and Carol Folcarelli

Teresa Frank

Pearl Fulmer

Larry and Judith Gerhart

Albert and Kathleen Getson

Larry and Anne Godley

Paula Godown

Menno and Barbara Good

David and Carolyn Gordon

Barbara Gorman

Grace Mennonite Church

Jane Graham

Shirley Gregory

Richard and Barbara Groff

James and Suzanne Gunden

Joseph and Angela Hackman

Norman and Betty Hackman

Daniel Haimowitz, MD

Howard Heckler

Clifford and Caroline Heizmann

John Helms

Nancy Hemmerle

Edgar and Faith Hendler

William and Mary Anne Hildebrand

Joan Hinks

E. Richard and Roberta Hittinger

Elmer and Phyllis Holsinger

Robert and Barbara Houston

J. Kenneth and Nancy Jones

Francis and Elva J. Keenan

Stafford and Jean Keer

Mary Kehs

Marilyn Kennedy

Kum Ja Kim

Ruth Kinsey

Betty Kinzie

Anne Kobasa

Richard and Karen Koitzsch

Brian and Amy Kolb

Noah and Sarah Kolb

Willard and Constance Kriebel

William and Florence Kuhfuss

Marjorie Kuhn

Signe Kulp

Frank and Ruth Kuna

Geraldine LaBarbera

James and Marie Landis

Judith Lechwar

Cyril and Norma Lever

Elizabeth Levering

Constance Lewis

Jane Littman

Francis and Mary Loughran

James and Suzanne MacFadden

Wilson and Patricia Marvel

Thelma McClure

Madeline McFadden

Robin McMahon

William and Patricia McNamara

Alexandra and William Metricarti

F. Clifford and Patricia Mill

Sally Miller

Shirley Mininger

Kathleen M. Mitchell

Martha Moody

Harry and Dorothy Moore

Suzanne Morgenson

Margaret Moshinsky

Clark and Julie Moyer

Ruth Moyer

Richard and Judith Mumaugh

Beverly Nace

John and Penny Naugle

Norman Naylor

Shirlee Nicolino

Michele Nolen

North Wales Podiatry Associates

Lorene Nyce

Miriam Nyce

David and Karen Olson

James and Margaret O’Reilly

Allen and Tina Pannell

Marcia Parker

Jean Parks

Adam and Judith Paterson

Robert Pecharo

Robert and Elizabeth Peterson

Damon and Sharon Podulka

Joanne Podulka

Raymond Podulka

William and Jean Press

Eileen Prusinski

Richard and Diane Raab

Barbara Rafter

Kenneth and Obie Ralphs

Alice Rau

Leon Reese

William and Hilde Reichert

Mary Jane Reid

Mary Ann Reidy

George and Nancy Renner

William and Janice Richards

Norman D. Rittenhouse

Roy Rittenhouse

Donald and Joan Robinson

Charles and Joanne Rosboschil

Dorothy Rosenberger

Henry and Charlotte Rosenberger

Joyce Rosenberry

Patricia Rumkevicius

Dolores Rupley

Eleanor Ruth

Anthony Salmon

Jane Schaller

Nancy Schaller

Raymond and Nancy Scherfel

Jean Schofield

Richard and Sandra Schrader

Hubert Schwartzentruber and  
Mary Rittenhouse

John and Eva Seeton

Harry and Ann Sharff

William Sharff

Anna Sheasley

Clyde and Joy Shoop

Joyce Shultz

Ronald and Arbutus Sider

Thomas and Loretta Slattery

Glenn and Elizabeth Slotter

James and Suzanne Smith

Rosalie Smith

G. Thomas and Janet Stanley

Dorothy Stefanco

Joan Stitzinger

Ethel Strohm

Robert and Barbara Thompson

Kenneth Truscott

Robert and Olive Turnipseed

Della Ulmer

Nancy Vicario

Shirley Volker

Wayne Waters

Jean Weaver

Janice Webb

Janet Wells

Diane Wetherill

Edith Wetherill

Whimsical Elegance Boutique

Wanda Wilcke

Verna Wilde

Eugenia Willits

Helen Winters

Dorothy Worth

Robert and Mary Yarrington

Gloria Zeigler

GIFTS IN HONOR

Gifts to the Souderton 
Mennonite Homes Agape 
Fund
Virginia Brower 
Karen Brower 
Kathleen Brower

Donna Godshall 
Doris Texter 
Shirley Texter

Betty Hackman 
Helen Keller

Richard Landis 
Helen Keller

Evelyn Miller 
Robert and Joanne McCann 
Joseph and Karen McCann 
George and Elizabeth Peacock

Paul and Naomi Ruth 
Eleanor Ruth

John Volk 
Sandra Crittenden

Gifts to the Dock Village 
Youth Fund
Henry and Charlotte Rosenberger

Jeffrey Landis and Sharon Fransen 

Gifts to the Living 
Branches Benevolent Care 
Fund
Dorothy Anne Detweiler 
Katie Detweiler

Donna Godshall 
David and Geraldine Cassel

Christine Gotwals 
Pamela Haldeman

Lorraine Landis 
Joseph and Janet Landis

Evelyn Miller 
Joseph and Theresa Hasson

Harold and Jane Nase 
Robert and Patricia Nase

Doris Tozar 
Rachel Richman

Sheri Wright 
Berkadia Commercial Mtg

Gifts to the Dock Woods/
Dock Meadows Sharing 
Fund
Ralph Folcarelli

Robert and Olive Turnipseed

GIFTS IN MEMORY

Gifts to the Souderton 
Mennonite Homes Agape 
Fund
Arlene Alderfer 
Laura Musselman 
Early and Marilyn Godshall 
Grace Brenneman

Betty Alderfer 
Marie Shisler 
Naomi Landis 
Lester and Louise Alderfer

Irene Alderfer 
Grace Brenneman

Charles Allebach 
Bruce and Deborah Alder

Evelyn Auckland 
Mary Lou Strouse

Ileana Barthelmeh 
Craig and Marianne Dise

Sara Benner 
Leonard and Rhoda Byler

Anna Booz 
Grace Brenneman 
Joseph and Edith Martorana

Wilmer Derstine 
Terry L. Derstine

Richard Espenship 
Jay and Terri Ann Nyce

Harold B. Freed 
William and Anna Freed

Ernest Gehman 
Rockford Real Estate Partnership 
Ricki and Lucille Jabs

Jack W. Godshall 
Marjorie Edinger 
Scott and Jo Ann Beard 
Nancy Constanzer

Ruth Y. Hackman 
Terese Tricamo

Elaine Hasson 
Joseph and Theresa Hasson 
Joseph and Karen McCann 
George and Elizabeth Peacock

Linda Hepler 
Lamar and Carol Hepler

Esther Histand 
Jeff and Rose Hackman

Mary Koller 
Frances Koller

Walter Kriebel 
Donald and Noreen Zeigler

Elizabeth Kulp 
Vernon and Grace Clemmer 
Jason and Molly Evans 
Alan and Joan Frick 
Daniel and June Kulp 
Franklin and Lucille Mohring 
Thomas and Evelyn Nuneviller 
Dorothy Wohlgemuth

Horace and Elizabeth Longacre 
Daryl and Carol Clemmer

Charles Mininger 
Grace Brenneman 
Betty Hackman 
David and Barbara Wylie

D. Laraine Moyer 
Helen Keller

Regina Moyer 
James and Ruth Ann Moyer

John Musselman 
Robert Musselman

John Myers 
Rachel Myers

Dawn Ruth Nelson 
Ivan and Lorene Derstine

Ruth L. Nice 
Curtis and Gladys Nice

Nora Nyce 
Carl and Donna Hoepfl 
Douglas and Melanie Johnson 
Allen and Carolyn Lukens 
Robert and Janice Peterman

Evelyn Rhoad 
Elizabeth Campbell 
Scott and Holly Ketterer 
Univest Bank and Trust Co.

Shirley Richert 
Arthur and Michele Richert

Arlene Rosenberger 
Detweiler, Hershey & Associates

Evelyn Rosenberger 
Bruce and Deborah Alder

Ida Shaffer 
Mary Lou Strouse

Ruth Tyson 
Rachel Myers

Gifts to the Dock Village 
Youth Fund
Mary Bookheimer 
Frederick Bookheimer

Nathan Fulmer 
Pearl Fulmer

Cindy Kilmer 
Ethel Blumberg

Robert Rau, Sr. 
Alice Rau

Gifts to the Elizabeth’s 
Garden Fund
Horace and Elizabeth Longacre 
Daryl and Carol Clemmer

Charles Mininger 
R. Mitchell Wilcox
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Gifts to the Living 
Branches Benevolent  
Care Fund
Jeanne Alder 
Bruce and Deborah Alder

Russell and Gladys Alderfer 
Steven and Christine Carpenter

Horace and Mary Alderfer 
Bruce and Carol Alderfer

Mary Allebach 
Michael and Sharon Curry

Barbara Bateman 
Cyril and Norma Lever

Jesse R. Bechtel 
Glenn and Sharon Bechtel

Gertrude Beckmann 
Paul and Joan Beckmann 
Phyllis Stickel

J. Russell and Rhoda L. Bishop 
Irvin and Althea Detwiler 
Jane Graham 
Robert and Barbara Houston 
J. Kenneth and Nancy Jones

John and Betty Lou Kulp 
Jacob Landis 
Francis and Mary Loughran 
William and Jean Press 
Dolores Rupley 
Ann Sheasley

Virginia Brower 
Kathleen Brower

Margaret Caltabiano 
Herbert and Marianne Kaemmer

Doris Capaldi 
David Fluck 
David and Patrice Foster 
James and Donna Fonash 
Cary and Lynn Reimer 
Michael Siegel and Patricia Rind 
Eileen Schneider 
Anthony and Barbara Scotese 
David and Alice Siegel 
Ellen Siegel 
Eric Spratford 
Peter and Nancy Weismuller

Bruce and Mabel Dando 
Gregory and Ellen Lacher

Donald Derstine 
Lois Derstine

Earl Detweiler 
Katie Detweiler

Diane Festa 
Eileen Schneider

Robert Fry 
Elizabeth Levering

Nathan Fulmer 
Pearl Fulmer

Hattie Grazier 
Eileen Schneider

Ruth H. Greaser 
Kathleen Greaser

Deborah Greenbarg 
Dorothy Greenbarg

Russell Haldeman 
James and Mary Miller

Florence Helms 
J. Alan and Leslie Seese

Linda Hepler 
Lamar and Carol Hepler

Sally Heveran 
Abington Hospital Dieticians 
Michael and Helen Heveran 
Rick and Kelly Miller 
Marc and Kathleen Nellett  
Kathleen Rice 
Jason and Sarah Schein

Robert A. Hoffman, Jr. 
Nancy Hoffman

Michelle Hoffman 
Barbara Thompson

Cynthia Kilmer 
Ethel Blumberg

Margaret Kinzinger 
Cynthia Bartus

Robert Krauss 
Elizabeth Levering 
Cyril and Norma Lever

Marian Kuhns 
Blanchard and Barbara Romaine 
Virginia McClure 
Henry and Linda Haynes

John P. Meyer 
Jane Early 
John Dearden 
Francis and Mary Loughran 
Charles and Kathleen Meyer 
Allen and Tina Pannell 
William and Jean Press 
Anna Sheasley 
Estelle Towell

Richard Mininger 
Thomas and Christine Capps 
Michael and Jeanette Colavita 
Willard and Constance Kriebel  
Janet Wells

Craig Moore 
Bruce and Deborah Alder

E. Annetta Moyer 
Clarence Moyer

Paul Moyer 
John Dearden 
Robert and Barbara Houston 
John and Jean Larkin 
Miriam Nyce 
Joyce Shultz

Pearl Myers 
Walter and Susan Detweiler

Matthew C. NcNamee 
Bernard and Kathleen McNamee

Dawn Ruth Nelson 
Bruce and Deborah Alder 
Grace Brenneman 
Elizabeth Botti 
Jeane Fretz 
Jacob Landis 
George and Irene Maunz 
Joyce Munro 
Darryl Myers 
Jeffrey and Virginia M. Platania  
	 on behalf of Baker & Taylor 
Lisa Rhodes-Strickler 
Tourmagination 
Edwin and Marguerite York

Frank and Ricky Nicolino 
Shirlee Nicolino

Richard W. Nyce 
Jay and Terri Ann Nyce

Freddie O’Neal 
Grace Brenneman 
Brian Johnson

Marie Pecharo 
Robert Pecharo

Jessica Priestman 
Lorraine Priestman

Robert N. Rau, Sr. 
Alice Rau

Richard Rosenberger 
Dorothy Rosenberger

Doris Ross 
John Dearden 
Cyril and Norma Lever

Doris Schroeder 
John Dearden 
Robert and Barbara Thompson

Charles and Glendora Shadle 
Jeffrey and Rebecca Shadle

Dorothy E. Smith 
Jon and Janet Oplinger

Robert E. Smith 
Joan Stish

Elvin Souder 
Jeffrey Landis and Sharon Fransen

William and Joyce Stewart 
Steven and Sandra Zeola

William Stewart 
Elizabeth Levering

Mary June Wendig 
Robert E. Wendig

Ethel Young 
Joan Focht

Gifts to the Restricted 
Gifts Fund
Robert Fry 
Elizabeth Annis 
John and Sally Yates

Gifts to the Dock Woods/
Dock Meadows Sharing 
Fund
Margaret Adams 
Eileen Schneider

J. Russell Bishop 
Dennis and Joan Alderfer 
Doris Fenton 
Kathleen M. Mitchell 
Edith Wetherill

Robert Cuthbertson 
Nancy Cuthbertson

Lois Fretz 
John Hardy and Dawn Wilson

Sally Heveran 
Jane Graham 
William and Penny Spanfellner

Robert Krauss 
William and Florence Kuhfuss 
Doris Fenton

John P. Meyer 
Doris Fenton

Richard Mininger 
Robert and Anita Capps 
Gerald and Arline Kratz 
Edith Wetherill

Paul Moyer 
C & C Heating and Air 
Irvin and Althea Detwiler 
Doris Fenton 
William and Florence Kuhfuss 
Francis and Mary Loughran 
Robert and Barbara Thompson 
Edith Wetherill

Marvin Roshong 
Jean Roshong

Doris Ross 
Joan Hinks

Ethel Rush 
Doris Fenton 
Jane Schaller

Doris Schroeder 
James and Janice Amand 
Bruce Bailey 
Doris Czworkowski 
Irvin and Althea Detwiler 
Glenn and Karen Dixon 
Doris Fenton 
Russell and Doris Fischer 
Jane Graham 
Francis and Mary Loughran 
John and Elizabeth McCloy 
Elizabeth Morris 
Mount Joy Township 
Patricia Nitzsche 
Evelyn Rebre 
Gabriele Royall 
Jane Schaller 
Edith Wetherill

Robert Smith 
Joseph and Joan Billig

Ruth C. Spencer 
Bruce and Deborah Alder 
Calvary Church 
Steven and Carol Crozier 
Richard Derstine 
Bruce Musselman 
David and Peggy Saitt 
Frederick and Terry Shisler

William Stewart 
Doug and Charlene Rogers

Eleanor Webb 
Doris Fenton

Ethel Young 
Doris Fenton 
William and Florence Kuhfuss

LEGACY GIVING 
MEMBERS

Circle of Love
PLANNED GIFTS, INCLUDING ES-
TATE GIFTS AND GIFT ANNUITIES

Harold and Ferne Alderfer

Todd and Donna Alderfer

Donald and Grace Baker

Gordon and Velda Beidler

Gordon and Joan Bell

Lois Bennett

J. Russell and Rhoda Bishop

Edward and Lucy Brubaker

Maxine Derstine

Anna Detweiler

John and Carol Eells

Joan Focht

Ralph and Carol Folcarelli

Grace Frankenfield

Pearl Garner

Jane Graham

Daryl and Barbara Hackman

Ruth Hague

Leona Hoffman

Dan and Shirley Lapp

Alice Miller

David F. Miller

Willis Miller

Harry and Dorothy Moore

K. Leon and Dawn F. Moyer

Rachel Myers

Norman Rittenhouse

Shirley Rittenhouse

Dorothy Ross-Harrar

Cheryl Ruehl

Anthony Salmon

Harry and Ann Sharff

Clyde and Joy Shoop

Doris Texter

Shirley Texter

Margaret Woolley

Ernest Yocum

Gloria Zeigler

Circle of Hope
LIFETIME CONTRIBUTIONS ABOVE 
$25,000

Gordon and Velda Beidler

Edward and Lucy Brubaker

Clair and Arlayne Clemens

Emily Clemens

Kenneth and Frances Clemens

Lester and Kathryn Clemens

Richard and Donna Clemens

Clemens Family Corporation

Jacob and Darlene Clemmer

Kenneth and Gayle Clemmer

Pearl Garner

Daryl and Barbara Hackman

P. Scott Heckler

Bryan and Barbara Hunsberger

Cora Longacre

Henry and Carol Longacre

Longacre Family Charitable

David F. Miller

K. Leon and Dawn F. Moyer

J. Phillip and Betsy Moyer

Ruth Oberholtzer

Donald and Romaine Pannabecker

Allyn and Connie Richert

Henry and Charlotte Rosenberger

Cheryl Ruehl

Marie Shisler 

Steven and Ruth Swartley

Martha Toussaint

Wendell and Jolene Weaver

Robert Wendig

Circle of Faith
COMMITTED TO ANNUAL GIFTS OF 
$500 OR MORE

Bruce and Deborah Alder

Cindy and Joel Alderfer

Rodney and Carolyn Allebach

Anonymous

Will and Glenda Bergey

William and Anne Bishop

Edward and Lucy Brubaker

Kathryn Buckingham

John and Nancy Butterwick

Doris Camburn

Kenneth and Gayle Clemmer

Charlotte Dimmig

Nancy and Tom Donnelly

Ralph and Carol Folcarelli

Jeff and Donna Godshall

Ted Gody

Keith and Betsy Heavener

P. Scott Heckler

Robert and Beatrice Henning

Bryan and Barbara Hunsberger

J. Kenneth and Nancy Jones

Richard and Colette Karuschkat

Frank and Elva Keenan

Vernon and Elizabeth Kratz

Wilbur and Marilyn Kriebel

Bill and Donna Kriner

Bill and Floss Kuhfuss

Sandy and Steven Landes

Pat and Spencer Lee

Cheryl and Anthony Loftus

Donna Longacre

Henry and Carol Longacre

Alexandra and Bill Metricarti

Alice T. Moore

J. Phillip and Betsy Moyer

K. Leon and Dawn F. Moyer

Steve and Georgia Myers

Miriam Nyce

Sam and Gladys Nyce

Barry and Carol Pratt

Ray and Nancy Scherfel

Bonnie and Dean Scott

Randy and Sylvia Shelly

Arlin and Esther Shisler

Katherine and James Shott

Joan Stitzinger

Kenneth Truscott

Norm and Janet Vincent

Dean and Julia Wimmer

Margaret and Wilmer Zook

BENEVOLENT CARE 
PARTNERS

Event
Bergey’s Inc.

Contract Pharmacy Services

Platinum
Everence Financial Services

Univest Bank and Trust Co

Gold
Alderfer Glass Company

Lacher & Associates

K. Leon and Dawn F. Moyer

Silver
Bergey’s Electric, Inc.

Clarke’s Landscaping &  
Lawn Care, Inc.

Good Plumbing, Heating, 
 Air Conditioning, Inc.

John Garis Homes, Inc.

Perkiomen Tours

Thomas & Boyds, Inc.

Bronze
American Insurance  

Administrators, Inc.

Baker Tilly Virchow 
Krause, LLP

C & S Lawn Landscaping

Delcrest Medical Services

John and Sheila Duerksen

Eagles Peak Spring Water

Harleysville Savings Bank

H Mininger and Son, Inc.

Henning’s Market

Ivan Gehman Painting & Wallpapering

Latsha, Davis & McKenna

Rita’s of Harleysville

Seitz, Leatherman & Kolb, LLC

Sliwinski Floor Coverings, Inc.

TNC Self Storage

Weaver, Reckner and Reinhart  
Dental Associates

Williams-Bergey-Koffel  
Funeral Home, Inc.

Donor
CR Design

FLIK Lifestyles      

Franconia Insurance &  
Financial Services

Landis Decorating

PATHS, LLC

Richter Drafting &  
Office Supply Co., Inc.

James and Kendra Rittenhouse
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MARKETING DISCOVERY TOURS

Discovery Tours are designed for first-time 

visitors to Souderton Mennonite Homes and 

Dock Woods. Each event begins with light 

refreshments and a brief presentation to 

explain the communities and help you become 

better acquainted with Living Branches. Then 

you’ll take a tour of the community center and 

residents’ homes, visiting a villa, a cottage, and 

an apartment. There is no fee for this event, 

but registration is required. To register, visit 

www.livingbranches.org/events.

Souderton Mennonite Homes

May 8 – 1:30 p.m.

May 22 – 1:30 p.m.

Dock Woods

May 1 – 10:00 a.m.

May 16 – 1:30 p.m.


