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A FEW YEARS BEFORE MY MOTHER’S  
dementia progressed, our entire family vacationed together at a cabin in the 

mountains. One of my fondest memories from that trip was when my mom 

started singing “Trust and Obey” and talked about it as Brandi’s song. My 

mother and Brandi, my daughter, often sung the song together when Brandi 

would visit as a child and so that hymn was very special to them.

Years later when my mom was deep into her dementia, my wife, daughter, and 

I sang that hymn as we visited her. Even though my mom had not been verbal 

for some time, she began to mouth the words along with us as we sang. It was 

a very special moment for our family. And a memory I often thought about as 

plans for the dementia care strategy and creative arts therapy programs were 

being established at Living Branches.

Music allows us to form intense emotional connections to other persons and 

specific moments or seasons in our lives. Sometimes those connections are so 

powerful that it can be hard to articulate in words how music makes us feel. 

In this edition of Branching Out, you will meet Lois Herbine and learn how 

the power of music has allowed her to reconnect with her mother, Olga. It is a 

meaningful story that we can all relate to in some way. 

Last summer we introduced the creative arts therapy program which includes 

music, art, and movement therapy provided by Seth Laucks and interns 

from local universities. It seems that every week we hear stories of how 

relationships are being formed and connections are being made between 

therapists and residents with dementia through the creative arts. Just as 

Lucy, Brandi, and I were able to connect with my mother through a treasured 

hymn, residents, family members, and staff are connecting each day at Living 

Branches through the power of music.
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IT CAME AS NO SURPRISE TO LOIS 
BLISS HERBINE THAT MUSIC WAS 
THE MAGICAL KEY THAT HAS 

UNLOCKED THE DOOR TO A WHOLE 
NEW WORLD OF COMMUNICATION WITH 
HER MOTHER, Olga Bliss, who is currently a resident 

in the Dock Woods Memory Care program. For as long as Lois 

can remember, music has woven through the symphony of her 

family’s history – connecting them to each other and to the beautiful 

memories of music shared and loved. Today, Lois has yet another 

reason to believe in the power of music, as it has helped awaken 

her mother’s memories from the past and enticed her to a place 

where she and Lois can connect in the present.

Chords OF Love:
Music Therapy Program Deepens
a Unique Mother-Daughter Bond
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6 LIVING BRANCHES  |  LIVE & GROW – TOGETHER WWW.LIVINGBRANCHES.ORG 7

AN INSPIRING OVERTURE – THE MUSICAL ROOTS 

OF THE BLISS FAMILY

Today, Lois may play for huge audiences that fill 

a concert hall, but many of her earliest musical 

memories consist of an audience of one: her mother. 

“My mom actually played the piano when I was 

young,” said Lois. “She used to tell me that when 

I was only three years old, I would wiggle my way 

onto the piano bench until I eventually kicked her 

off! Fortunately, she enjoyed seeing me learn and 

develop the basics of music.”

Lois’ father provided her musical instruction 

at home. An electrical engineer by day and a 

professional musician on the weekends, he started 

out in vaudeville and worked his way to playing in 

some of Philadelphia’s biggest clubs during the World 

War II era. 

“My mom was part of a Ladies Contingency, and she 

would sometimes join my father on his band jobs,” 

said Lois. “My brother and sister – who are much 

older than I am – often stayed with my grandparents 

during these times, but my mother would later bring 

me along to the country clubs to hear the band play. 

I loved everything about that world, from the variety 

of the music, to the reactions of the audience, to 

the energy that stayed with me long after the music 

ended.”

In fourth grade, Lois chose the flute as her musical 

focus – a natural choice, as her mother, sister, and 

father all played the flute.

“My dad enjoyed giving me harmony lessons, and 

while I’m not sure I paid attention to the technical 

aspects much, I remember loving how animated he 

was when he played,” said Lois. “His expressions 

would change with every musical shift – so while I 

may not have picked up all the names of the chords, 

I learned from a young age the importance of playing 

with emotion.”

Lois’ father credited her natural aptitude for music 

to her great-grandfather, who was a coal miner and 

a piccolo player – and to her Welsh blood, rich with 

musical history.

“In junior high school, I started to play the piccolo as 

well,” said Lois. “There were 27 flutists in my band, 

so I saw an opportunity to shine with the piccolo, 

which is an octave higher and much easier to hear in 

an ensemble.”

Even though piccolo solos were uncommon in Lois’ 

junior high school band (primarily because there 

weren’t any written until the turn of the last century), 

she convinced her band teacher to let her perform a 

solo for an upcoming concert.

“I was a pretty shy kid, but you really can’t be shy 

with the piccolo, because it stands out,” said Lois. 

“Plus, that solo earned me the attention of my 

teachers – one of which told me that his son had 

been squirming in his seat during the concert until 

he heard my solo, which made him freeze and listen 

with a wide-open mouth. I felt like the Pied Piper of 

little kids!”

Through every concert and every musical stepping 

stone, Olga was there for support.

“I remember her whistling along as I practiced,” 

said Lois. “Occasionally, she would make 

recommendations that enhanced my performance. 

Once time in particular, she encouraged me to 

smile during the most joyful parts of a piece to help 

me draw the audience into that feeling. Her advice 

reinforced the connection of music and emotion – 

and has served as an important reminder that has 

undoubtedly strengthened many of my performances 

over the years.”

LOIS, who is an internationally-

renowned flute and piccolo 

soloist, learned about the Living 

Branches creative arts therapy program for Memory 

Care residents a few years after her mother had 

moved into Harmony House at Dock Woods – and she 

immediately saw its great potential to find new ways 

to care for and communicate with her mother. 

“I still can’t believe that I didn’t think of using music 

as a means of communication – or as a means of 

opening the door to conversation,” said Lois. “My 

mother was diagnosed with dementia about ten years 

ago, and since then she had been slowly losing her 

ability to communicate. The more I learned about the 

creative arts therapy program, the more empowered 

and hopeful I felt about the possibility of connecting 

with my mom in new ways.”

Lois quickly bonded with Kathleen Roberts, director 

of dementia care strategy – whose own mother 

Sumako (Sue) was, at the time of their first meeting, 

one of Olga’s neighbors. Lois and Kathleen shared 

not only similar experiences and challenges in 

communicating with their mothers, but also a 

passion for learning everything they could about the 

healing and connecting power of music.

As Kathleen was working to formalize the new 

creative arts therapy program at Living Branches, 

she invited Lois to join her as a volunteer on a variety 

of classes at Drexel University that spotlighted new 

techniques in using dance and music to enhance 

the care of those living with dementia. One of those 

classes was led by Seth Laucks, a certified music 

therapist and licensed counselor, who now leads the 

Living Branches creative arts therapy program. 

Seth’s class utilized easy-to-play hand instruments to 

engage everyone in the room to play a group song, 

and when Lois saw the participants light up with 

happiness, she was deeply inspired. 

“I went home and pulled my father’s old hand 

instruments out of the closet for my next visit with 

my mom,” said Lois. “I wanted to try out all of the 

new techniques I was learning – and it was definitely 

a process of figuring out what would work best. 

When I eventually experienced that breakthrough 

moment with my mom where her mind opened and 

we were able to connect as mother and daughter 

again, I was overwhelmed with hope and joy.”

Lois explained that she can’t fully put into words 

just how much that breakthrough moment – and the 

many other moments of connection with her mother 

since then – have meant to her. To help paint a more 

complete picture, she took us back to her earliest 

memories and explored the critical role that her 

mother’s love and support played in Lois’ lifelong 

passion for music.

“When I eventually experienced 
that breakthrough moment 

with my mom where her mind 
opened and we were able to 

connect as mother and daughter 
again, I was overwhelmed 

with hope and joy.”
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A NEVER-ENDING SYMPHONY OF CARE AND CONNECTION

While Lois is thrilled with every special conversation and 

shared experience she has with her mom, what inspires her 

the most is the knowledge that their story is just one of many 

that will be touched by the Living Branches creative arts 

therapy program.

“Kathleen and Seth are so passionate about what they do,” 

said Lois. “They believe in the healing and connecting 

power of music, and their ideas, care, and successes will 

continue to open the hearts and minds of both residents and 

their families.”

Lois also has some pearls of wisdom for other family 

members who are looking to use music to connect with 

loved ones living with dementia. 

“There’s no one-size-fits all approach,” said Lois. “Play 

different kinds of music – especially music that has special 

meaning. Share memories, both verbally and through 

photographs. I noticed that some of my mom’s older 

memories – even those from her very early childhood – 

were as vivid to her as if she were watching a movie in the 

present. Talk about those memories, and if at all possible,  

try to capture them on film, because they are precious gifts 

to cherish.”

Whether reminiscing about the past or sharing new 

experiences together in the present, Lois treasures the 

special days she shares with her mother.

“I feel so many emotions regarding my newly strengthened 

relationship with my mom, but what I feel the most is 

gratitude,” said Lois. “I’m overflowing with gratitude – for 

my parents who instilled such a deep love of music in me, 

for Kathleen and Seth who inspired me to use that passion to 

unlock my mom’s ability to communicate, and of course, for 

every precious moment of connection I have with my mom.” 

PLAYING BY EAR – EXPLORING 

POSSIBILITIES IN CREATIVE ARTS 

THERAPY

In 1986, Lois began her professional 

career as a musician. Since then she 

has performed with the Philly Pops, 

the Reading Symphony and Ocean 

City Pops Orchestras, among other 

ensembles – and has released multiple 

award-winning solo recordings that 

have been broadcast on radio stations 

across the country.

Through her many professional 

challenges and accomplishments, Lois 

appreciated the eager listening ears of 

her mother, whose pride and support 

encouraged Lois on her musical 

journey. When Olga’s dementia 

progressed to the point where the duo 

could no longer communicate as they 

once had, Lois deeply missed those 

shared connections with her mother.

“Even as I mourned the loss of what 

we once had, I knew part of my 

mother was still in there,” said Lois. “I 

could hear it in her laugh, which has 

always been – and still is – the most 

beautiful, musical sound in the world. 

I was determined to use what I was 

learning in the creative arts therapy 

program to inspire positive change in 

my mom’s ability to communicate.”

Just as her musical career has been a journey, so too has been Lois and Olga’s 

journey with the Creative Arts program. 

“Recordings of my dad’s dance band music led to my first real opening with 

my mom,” said Lois. “I took a handful of his music reels and had them digitally 

converted and loaded onto my daughter’s iPod. Then, during my next visit, I 

played the music for her. At first, she just stood there and listened. Then, she 

started smiling and dancing. I said, ‘Do you know who that is playing? It’s Dad!’ I 

pulled out a picture to show her, and – as if a switch had been flipped – the words 

and sentences flowed out of her. It floored me completely. Two years earlier, she 

had stopped making complete sentences, so the amount of progress she made in a 

matter of minutes was extraordinary.”

MUSICAL INSPIRATION – A MOMENT OF BEAUTIFUL CONNECTION

Even though her father’s music certainly created an impact, Lois’ most 

memorable breakthrough with her mother didn’t come from music of the past, but 

rather, from music of the present. One day, while Lois was eating lunch with her 

mom in the Dock Woods bistro, she decided to play Olga a selection of her own 

music – soon to be released on a new album.

“I played my recording of Harberg’s 

Prayer for her once and watched her 

expressions – which matched the 

feeling in the music,” said Lois. “When 

I played it for her a second time and 

told her it was me, recognition flooded 

her face. And all of a sudden, I had 

my mom back. She asked me about 

my daughter who is getting married, 

about the music on my album, and 

about all of her family members. It 

was nothing short of a miracle. When I walked my mom back to her room, she 

touched me on the arm and asked, ‘Are you okay?’ I could barely speak, as I was 

so overcome with emotion.”

Week after week, Lois played Olga selections from her new album, and time after 

time, Olga’s mind opened. The two even shopped together in the Dock Woods gift 

shop, something they hadn’t done for quite some time.

“I picked out a necklace for my mom, and she picked out one for me,” said Lois. 

“But here’s the really interesting part of the story: during that particular shopping 

visit, we misplaced the necklace she picked out for me; when we went back 

another time, she found it again – and remembered that it was the one she had 

chosen for me. The necklace she picked features birds in flight, which closely 

mimics the theme of my album, Alight, and its music – the ‘key’ that unlocked a 

very magical door in her mind. I wear it all the time to remember that special 

moment.”

“And all of a sudden, I had my mom 
back. She asked me about my daughter 
who is getting married, about the music 

on my album, and about all of her family 
members. It was nothing short 

of a miracle..”

To learn more 

about Lois’ music 

project, visit 

www.piccolois.com
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IRS SCAM

The IRS scam involves you getting a phone call or voice 

message saying: “It’s the IRS and you have an outstanding 

tax liability that needs to be paid before you get arrested.” 

What do you do? Hang up or do NOT return that message or 

call! It is a scam. The IRS will NOT be calling you, and it will 

not be threatening you to immediately pay a tax liability.

SWEEPSTAKES AND LOTTERY SCAMS

Sweepstakes and lottery scams involve you receiving a 

letter, phone call, or email telling you that you won! It’s a 

lottery, sweepstakes, or some other prize. There may even 

be a real looking check enclosed with the letter for several 

thousands of dollars. But wait, there is a catch. They tell 

you there’s a fee, or taxes, or customs duties you have to 

pay. They ask for your bank account information to verify 

who you are or ask you to send a check or send money via a 

wire transfer or to purchase gift cards and provide the card 

numbers in order to collect your remaining winnings. It is 

a scam. True lotteries or sweepstakes don’t ask for advance 

money. If they want money for taxes, they are mostly likely 

crooks. As my grandmother always told me, “There is no 

such thing as a free lunch.”

GRANDPARENT SCAMS

Grandparent scams involves you getting an urgent call from 

someone claiming to be (and you think is) your grandchild. 

The “grandchild” claims to be traveling and has gotten into 

a bad situation (like being arrested for drunk driving or in 

a car accident) and needs money wired to them ASAP. They 

also say, “Don’t tell mom or dad.” You think to yourself, the 

distraught caller does sort of sound like your grandchild, 

but you are only reacting to the situation; you are caught 

off guard. What do you do? Resist temptation to react or act 

quickly. If you feel you need to ask this person questions, 

ask questions to which only true family members know 

the answers. Don’t send any money. Hang up and call your 

grandchild’s home number or cell number—the numbers 

you know, not the numbers given by the caller. And call their 

parents too. You will discover the grandchild is usually safe 

and sound.

Scammers tend to target seniors with all types of scams, 

often taking advantage of their isolation, ease of trust, and 

and higher savings, among other things. Realizing that 

the best defense against scams is increased awareness 

of them, Living Branches provides regular Safety Minute 

presentations on the latest scams to residents at periodic 

resident meetings.

CURRENT SCAMS 
AND ADVICE  

for How to Prevent 
Becoming a Scam Victim

By: Bruce Alder, Chief Risk Officer
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RENOVATIONS 
at The Willows of Living Branches

By: Alex Metricarti, Chief marketing and Public Relations Officer

EARLIER THIS SUMMER WE 
COMPLETED RENOVATIONS 
IN THE SOUTH WING AT THE 

WILLOWS OF LIVING BRANCHES.  
The scope of the project included combining studio apartments to 

create one bedroom apartments, installing a sprinkler system, and 

updating the community spaces. 

The new one bedroom apartments now boast beautiful features 

including bay windows and bathrooms with a larger footprint 

and easier accessibility with barn doors and walk-in showers. 

Additionally, the south wing now has a new lounge with a 

kitchenette and game tables for residents to enjoy. The common 

spaces are now light and bright with new paint, carpet, lighting, 

furniture, and artwork. One hallway has a coastal theme and the 

other has a meadow theme. The south wing now feels peaceful and 

elegant and has become a place that residents enjoy.

The response to the renovations has been overwhelmingly positive. 

We are thrilled to offer these attractive one bedroom apartments 

to prospective residents and also to make the community more 

beautiful for the residents who already call The Willows home. If 

you would like to schedule a tour to see the new updates, call Karen 

Walser at 215-368-4438!
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DAY TRIP TO THE AUTO MALL (1)

Last month residents from Souderton Mennonite Homes visited the 

Classic Auto Mall which is an indoor showroom and consignment 

house for over 1,000 vehicles offered for sale and on display. There 

is also a display of 400 barn finds. The residents shared that seeing 

the old vehicles brought back many good memories and they 

enjoyed reminiscing about their past during the trip.

CONTAINER GARDENING 101 (2)

Residents, future residents, and community members ushered in 

the summer season with a container gardening class as part of 

Living U. Instructor Susan Doblmaier gave a presentation about the 

recommended equipment, soils, fertilizers, and plants for container 

gardening, and then the class moved the pavilion to create their 

own containers. This was one of the most popular classes of the 

spring semester. Not only did everyone have fun getting their 

hands dirty during the class, but they were able to enjoy the beauty 

of their flowers all summer long.

FANTASY ISLAND TALENT SHOW (3) 

The theme of the 2019 talent show as Dock 

Woods was Fantasy Island. Songs, skits, and 

performances were selected to focus on the 

beach theme, which was enjoyed by all as 

they longed for the warmth of summer. 

1

2

2

2

3

3

3
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Charitable Donations 
to the Living Branches Foundation

JANUARY 1, 2019 TO JUNE 30, 2019

Gifts to the Agape Fund
Lester and Louise Alderfer

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Gordon R. and Velda M. Beidler

Gordon and Joan Bell

Care & Share Thrift Shoppes

Douglas and Becky Clemens

Elaine Clemmer

Clair and Rosalie Derstine

Harvey and Grace Freed

David J. and Esther G. Friesen

Jeffrey and Donna Godshall

KeyBank National Association  
Trust Division

John and Betty Lou Kulp

Larry and Edith Landes

Roscoe Leatherman

Kenneth and Cindy Longacre

David and Joanne McCrork

Stanley A. and Gloria L. Moyer

Samuel and Gladys Nyce

Larry O’Neill

Plains Mennonite Church

Providence Mennonite Church

Erma M. Schnabel

Nelson S. Souder Foundation  
Endowment

Souderton Mennonite  
Homes Auxiliary

Souderton Mennonite Homes  
Dining Services

Rogger and Patricia Stauffer

Anna Stolvoort

Raymond and Linda Trauger

John and Emma Walter

Carrie Wenger

Evelyn Wismer

Gifts to the Fund  
for Creative Arts Therapy
Johnson & Johnson

Modern Strategic  
Branding & Communications

Gifts to the Dock Village 
Youth Fund
Gordon and Joan Bell

Donald Nibblink

Robert and Olive Turnipseed

Gifts to the Living 
Branches Benevolent  
Care Fund
Aetna Foundation

Alderfer Glass Company

Cindy and Joel Alderfer

AmazonSmile

American Insurance Administrators, 
Alera Group

Anonymous

Anonymous

Benchmark Construction  
Company, Inc.

Curtis and Esther Bergey Family

Bergey’s Electric

Bergey’s, Inc.

Rhoda L. Bishop

Blooming Glen Mennonite Church

Frederick Bookheimer

Christian and Lori Borglum

Virginia Brower

Edward and Lucy Brubaker

C & S Lawn and Landscape

Doris Camburn

David and Geraldine Cassel

Clarke’s Landscaping  
& Lawn Care, Inc.

Clemens Food Group/Hatfield  
Quality Meats

Monique and Benjamin Cole

Contract Pharmacy Services, Inc.

Copernicus Society of America

John Dearden

The Estate of Anna R. Detweiler

Nancy and Thomas Donnelly

Nicholas and Marie Duczak

DunlapSLK, CPAs

Eagles Peak Spring Water, Inc.

John and Carol Eells 

Estate of Rita D. Paul

Everence Financial Services

Ralph and Carol Folcarelli

Michael and Valerie Ford

Franconia Insurance and  
Financial Services

Franconia Mennonite Church 

Ted Gody

Good Plumbing, Heating,  
Air Conditioning, Inc.

Sadie Grass

The Estate of Eva Greaser

James and Donna Gresh

Betty M. Hackman

Harmony Promotional Solutions

P. Scott Heckler

Henning’s Market

Richard and Paula Herbein

Ruth Hertzler

Ivan and Linda Hess

Elmer J. and Phyllis Holsinger

Bryan and Barbara Hunsberger

Ray and Brenda Hurst

I.T. Landes Company

Illinois Tool Works, Inc.

Indian Valley Camping Center

Ivan Gehman Painting & Wallpapering

John Garis Homes, Inc.

Richard and Colette Karuschkat

Francis and Elva J. Keenan

Mary Kehs

Shirley Keller

Robert and Dana Koehler

L. Brent and Rory Kolb

Lacher & Associates

Sandy and Steven Landes

Landis Decorating

Latsha Davis & Marshall

Patricia and Spencer Lee

Anthony and Cheryl Loftus

Andrea Long

Bill and Katie Longacre

Henry and Carol Longacre

Francis and Mary Loughran

Ronald and Diane Ludwig

Mann-Slonaker Funeral Home  

Sandra McBride

Alexandra and William Metricarti

K. Leon and Dawn F. Moyer

Moyer Indoor-Outdoor

Richard and Judith Mumaugh

Steven and Georgia Myers

Charles and Mari O’Brien

David and Karen Olson

Paths, LLC

Penn Builders, Inc.

Tom and Lorraine Poe

Premier Select Sires, Inc.

Obie and Bobbie Ralphs

Richter Drafting & Office Supply

Salford Mennonite Church

Bonnie and Dean Scott

Select Rehabilitation, Inc.

Esther Shisler

James and Katherine Shott

Joyce Shultz

Sliwinski Floor Covering Services, Inc.

E. Dianne Smith

Rogger and Patricia Stauffer

Thelma Swartzendruber

TD Ameritrade Clearing

Thomas & Boyds Inc.

Thrivent Choice

TNC Self Storage

Kenneth Truscott

Unidine Lifestyles

Univest Bank and Trust Co.

Norman and Janet Vincent

Jane Williams

Williams-Bergey-Koffel Funeral Home

Wilmer and Margaret Zook

Gifts the Restricted  
Gifts Fund
Anonymous

Francis and Elva J. Keenan

Sandy and Steven Landes

Turning Rock Consulting, Inc.

Gifts to the Nursing 
Scholarship Fund
Donna Fabius

Anthony Salmon

Gifts to the Sharing Fund
Abdelsalam Corporation,  

dba Linli Jewelry

Kathryn Buckingham

Carolyn Gordon

William and Florence Kuhfuss

Stephanie Muth

Beverly Nace

Kathleen Schubert

Joyce Shultz

United Way of Greater Philadelphia  
& Southern New Jersey

Paul and Kathy Zubik

GIFTS IN HONOR

Gifts to the Living 
Branches Benevolent  
Care Fund
Roy Derstine 
Paul and Eleanor Derstine

Stafford Keer’s 90th Birthday  
Carolyn Gordon

GIFTS IN MEMORY

Gifts to the Agape Fund
Anna Detweiler 
Grace Brenneman 
Marie Shisler

Harley and Anna Gehman 
Sanford Alderfer

Harley B. Gehman 
Bruce and Deborah Alder 
Grace Brenneman 
Jeffrey and Donna Godshall 
Keith and Betsy Heavener 
Kevin and Janet Oconnell 
Carl Pace 
Paoli Mennonite Fellowship 
Lorraine Pflederer

Grace Good 
Russell and Kathryn Halteman

Jonas Clemens Hagey 
James and Jane Clough 
Kate Russell 
Nancy Hollenbach 
Joseph and Jeanne Parker

Eva Elizabeth Betty Landis 
James and Diane Bleam 
Joshua and Karen Jones

Frances Landis 
Bruce and Deborah Alder 
Grace Brenneman

Richard Landis 
Bruce and Deborah Alder

Margaret Moyer 
Phyllis Kooker 
Doris Texter 
Shirley Texter

Lawrence and Ruth Swartley 
Daniel and Marny Gerhart

Ruth Moyer Swartley 
Sue Gaasche 
Thelma Koder

Lawrence Swartley 
Grace Brenneman 
J. Mark and Julie Christini 
Ronald and Sharon Landes 
Clair and Patricia Thrush

Florence H. Weaver 
Bruce and Deborah Alder 
Wilmer and Lois Alderfer 
Timothy and Pamela Benner 
Grace Brenneman 
Paul and Amelia Fuhrmann 
Gwendolyn Groff 
Russell and Kathryn Halteman 
Keith and Betsy Heavener 
Wendell and Jolene Weaver

Florence Yothers 
David and Marge Nemec

Martha Yothers 
Bruce and Deborah Alder

Gifts to the Fund  
for Creative Arts Therapy
A Friend with Alzheimer’s Disease 
Ann Sheasley

J. Lester and Lois Brubaker 
The Edward & Lucy Brubaker  
Charitable Fund

Richard Hay 
Mary Anne Fry 
Court and Susan Trimble 
Kathy Singiser 
Louise Witt 
Wendy Yost

Joe Hesh 
The Edward & Lucy Brubaker  
 Charitable Fund

Eileen Seeton 
John and Eva Seeton

Gifts to the Living 
Branches Benevolent 
Care Fund
Harold Alderfer 
Ferrill and Elaine Alderfer 
Keith and Linda Alderfer 

Sanford Alderfer 
Frederick Bookheimer 
Althea Detwiler 
Fred and Carolyn Glazier 
Michael J. Hunyady Inc. 
Ronald and Susan Souder 
Robert and Barbara Thompson 
Edith Wetherill 
Wm. F. Comly & Son, Inc. 
John and Sally Yates

Russell and Gladys Alderfer 
Audrey Alderfer 

Karen C. Baker 
Barbara Bescher 
Marisa Lewis 
Kevin and Christine Maine 
Claire McDermott 
Shirley McHose 
Diane Rankin 
Astrid Rau 
Myron and Mary Ann Slabaugh 
Beverly Thompson 
Loretta Weitzel 
Autumn Wright

Charlotte Binder 
Doris Fenton 
Jane Graham 
Elizabeth Levering 
Richard and Judith Mumaugh 
Miriam Spence

Richard Bishop 
Robert and Barbara Houston

Rhoda Bishop 
Gertrude Milliken

June Boehner 
Raymond and Janet Harrison

Bernice Boorse 
Donna Fabius

Evelyn Boyles 
Terence Brown 
Dr. Richard and Patricia Nyce  
Nyce Family Living Trust 
Jerry and Penny Troxel 
Gregory and Sharon Walsh

Dorothy L. Brolly 
Chase Anderson 
John Brolly 
Duffield Associates, Inc. 
Tyron Paul and Susan Himes 
Edward and Marie Hughes 
Frances Kearns 
George and LuAda Malcom 
Marlin’s Collections Dept 
Marc Nigro 
Origin Bank 
Christine Solberg

Sarah “Sally” Conver 
Gary and Cheryl Ann Cassel 
Jane Crompton 
Dischell, Bartle, & Dooley, PC 
Nancy N. Jones 
George and Phyllis Richardson

Madeline Cressman 
Edmund Blacksmith

LaVerna Curtis 
Frederick Bookheimer 
Althea Detwiler 
Mr. Robert Heacock 
William and Mary Anne Hildebrand 
Ann Sheasley 
Joyce Shultz 
Rosalie Smith 
Miriam Spence
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Joseph DeRaymond 
Harry and Georgia Brauer 
Edward and Elaine Cash 
Mark and Mary Garvey 
Louise Hotte 
John and Vera Hubbard 
Terence and Susan Jordan 
Suzanne Keller 
Robert and Doris Lanouette 
Mary Catherine Liptak 
David and Barbara Livezey 
David and Mary Anne Oglevee 
Barbara Rafter 
Eileen Rennard 
Maria Salvucci 
Steve and Kim Sanker 
Nancy Schmidt 
Mary Slater 
Richard Solly 
Matthew and Cathy Zrada

Anna Detweiler 
Barbara Thompson

Irvin Detweiler 
Ruth Kinsey 
John and Sally Yates

David Gordon 
Thomas & Boyds Inc. 
Edith Wetherill

Eva Greaser 
Nancy Cuthbertson 
Dr. and Ms. Arlen R. Delp 
Cyril and Norma Lever 
Elizabeth Levering 
Phoebe Markley

Robert Henning 
Audrey Alderfer  
Charlotte Dimmig 
Empty Nestors 
Doris Fenton 
Harleysville Bank 
Raymond and Janet Harrison 
Clifford and Caroline Heizmann 
Robert and Barbara Houston 
John and Vera Hubbard 
Nancy N. Jones 
Francis and Elva J. Keenan 
Marjorie Kuhn 
Glyn and Rita Mangum 
Wilson and Patricia Marvel 
Richard and Judith Mumaugh 
Robert and Mildred Nace 
David and Karen Olson 
Marcia Parker 
Jean Press 
Brian and Marianne Priest 
R & R Electric, Inc. on behalf  
 of Michael Ropp and Staff  

Steven and Colleen Runyan  
 on behalf of Henning’s Market   
 Employees  
Jean Schofield 
Verna Wilde

Willard S. Kriebel 
Donna Fabius 
Keith and Betsy Heavener 
William and Donna Kriner

Vera Ruth Kuna 
Ronald and Lynn Bradshaw 
James and Barbara Brown 
Nancy Cuthbertson 
Jane Early 
Doris Fenton 
Raymond and Janet Harrison 
Clifford and Caroline Heizmann 
Beatrice Henning 
Robert and Barbara Houston 
Ruth Kinsey 
Marjorie Kuhn 
Frank Kuna 
John and Jean Larkin 
Cyril and Norma Lever 
Elizabeth Levering 
Francis and Mary Loughran 
Wilson and Patricia Marvel 
Philip and Marilyn McDanel 
Kathleen M. Mitchell 
Richard and Judith Mumaugh 
David and Karen Olson 
Marcia Parker 
Robert and Elizabeth Peterson 
Jean Press 
Donald and Joan Robinson 
Jean Schofield 
G. Thomas and Janet Stanley 
Robert and Barbara Thompson 
Jim and Elaine Whiteman

Anna Catherine Landis 
Barbara Thompson

Olga MacLean 
William and Sue Bruen 
Katherine Vogel

Thelma McClure 
John Dearden 
Janet Wells

F. Clifford Mill 
Brenda Alexander 
Anonymous 
William and Anne Bishop 
J. Stanley Davis 
Glenn and Carol Derstine 
Walter and Anne Godley

Geraldine Greim 
Clifford and Caroline Heizmann 
Jean Hellerman 
Nancy N. Jones 
Ruth Kinsey 

Constance Kriebel 
Elizabeth Levering 

Wilson and Patricia Marvel 
Ruth Moyer 

Timothy and Jill Nalewaik 
Ray and Sandra Paine 
Barbara Rafter 
Erickson and Kathryn Reger 
George and Nancy Renner 
Thomas and Beverly Richards 
Ronald and Arbutus Sider 
Thomas and Loretta Slattery 
Glenn and Elizabeth Slotter 
Adele Steimer 
Jean Weaver  
Janet Yoder

Pete Mininger 
Ruth Kinsey

Allen “Bud” Moyer 
Ruth Kinsey

Eva L. Moyer 
Claude and Shirley Moyer

Ruth and Russ Newton 
Joane Butera 
Robert and Rose Mary Gerhart

Marian Quinn 
Nancy McIntyre 
Ruth Metz

Gladys Reed 
Doris Fenton 
Walter and Anne Godley 
Elizabeth Levering 
Francis and Mary Loughran 
Janet Wells

Hihyun Rim 
Hi-Dong and Phyllis Chai 
David Rim

Lavina Shevlin 
John Piljer

Ann Stannard 
Eric Bergstol

Joan Stitzinger 
David and Karen Olson

Mary Jane Wendig 
Robert E. Wendig

Gifts to the Restricted 
Gifts Fund
Harold Alderfer 
Ann Sheasley

Gifts to the Nursing 
Scholarship Fund
Sarah “Sally” Conver 
Robert Gehr

Robert Henning 
Jim Naughton and  
 Catherine Wood-Naughton

Vera Ruth Kuna 
Jim Naughton and  
 Catherine Wood-Naughton

Gifts to the Sharing Fund
Karen C. Baker 
James and Denise Waite

Richard Bishop 
Nancy N. Jones 
Francis and Elva J. Keenan 
William and Florence Kuhfuss

Jone Boehner 
Doris Fenton

LaVerna Curtis 
Doris Fenton 
Francis and Mary Loughran

Eva Greaser 
Marcia Parker

Robert Henning 
Kathleen M. Mitchell

Willard S. Kriebel 
Harry and Trudy Borchers 
Doris Fenton

Vera Ruth Kuna 
Edgar and Faith Hendler 
Nancy N. Jones 
Francis and Elva J. Keenan 
William and Florence Kuhfuss

F. Clifford Mill 
Harry and Trudy Borchers 
Francis and Mary Loughran 
Scott and Laura Mill

Ruth A. Newton 
Ronald and Maria Gerhart

Hihyun Rim 
John and Sally Yates

Ann Stannard 
Gary and Kimberly Devoe 
Entrance Systems, Inc. 
Joan Glowasky 
Mary Glowasky 
Tom and Diane Grim 
Alex and Kelly Woltornist 
Michael and Margaret Zubik

Ed Walls 
Doris Fenton

LEGACY GIVING 
MEMBERS

Circle of Love
PLANNED GIFTS, INCLUDING  
ESTATE GIFTS AND GIFT  
ANNUITIES

Harold and Ferne Alderfer

J. Todd and Donna Alderfer

Donald and Grace Baker

Gordon and Velda Beidler

Gordon and Joan Bell

J. Russell and Rhoda Bishop

Edward and Lucy Brubaker

David and Gerry Cassel

Maxine Derstine

Anna Detweiler

John and Carol Eells

Ralph and Carol Folcarelli

Harvey and Grace Freed

William and Anna Freed

Pearl Garner

Paula Godown

Jane Graham

Leona Hoffman

Noah and Sara Kolb

Dan and Shirley Lapp

Linford Landis

Esther Leatherman

Grace Leatherman

Alice T. Miller

David F. Miller

Willis A. Miller

Theran and Marlene Mills

Harry and Dorothy Moore

K. Leon and Dawn F. Moyer

Rachel Myers

Norman Rittenhouse

Royden Rittenhouse

Shirley Rittenhouse

Dorothy Ross-Harrar

Cheryl Ruehl

Eleanor Ruth

Tony Salmon

Harry and Ann Sharff

Arlin and Esther Shisler

Marie Shisler

Clyde and Joy Shoop

Doris Texter

Shirley Texter

Norman and Janet Vincent

Margaret Woolley

Gloria Zeigler

Circle of Hope
LIFETIME CONTRIBUTIONS  
ABOVE $25,000

Alderfer Glass Company

Donald and Grace Baker 

Gordon and Velda Beidler

Gordon and Joan Bell 

Bergey’s Electric

Ethel Blumberg

Edward and Lucy Brubaker

Clair and Arlayne Clemens

Emily Clemens

Kathryn Clemens

Kenneth and Frances Clemens

Richard and Donna Clemens

Clemens Food Group/Hatfield  
Quality Meats

Jacob and Darlene Clemmer

Kenneth and Gayle Clemmer

Contract Pharmacy Services, Inc. 

Maxine Derstine

Everence Financial Services 

Ralph and Carol Folcarelli

Pearl Garner

Daryl and Barbara Hackman

P. Scott Heckler

Bryan and Barbara Hunsberger

Nancy N. Jones

Cora Longacre

Henry and Carol Longacre

Longacre Family Charitable Fund

David F. Miller

J. Phillip and Betsy Moyer

K. Leon and Dawn F. Moyer

Steve and Georgia Myers

Donald and Romaine Pannabecker

Allyn and Connie Richert

Norman D. Rittenhouse 

Henry and Charlotte Rosenberger

Cheryl Ruehl

Arlin and Esther Shisler

Marie Shisler

Ruth Swartley

Thomas & Boyds, Inc.

Univest Bank and Trust Co. 

Wendell and Jolene Weaver

Robert Wendig

Circle of Faith
COMMITTED TO ANNUAL GIFTS  
OF $500 OR MORE

Bruce and Deborah Alder 

Cindy and Joel Alderfer

Rodney and Carolyn Allebach

Anonymous

Anonymous

Will and Glenda Bergey

William and Anne Bishop

Frederick Bookheimer

Lori and Christian Borglum

Edward and Lucy Brubaker

Kathryn Buckingham

John and Nancy Butterwick

Doris Camburn

David and Gerry Cassel

Kenneth and Gayle Clemmer 

Monique and Benjamin Cole

Clair and Rosalie Derstine

Lois Derstine

Charlotte Dimmig

Nancy and Thomas Donnelly

Nicholas and Marie Duczak

John and Sheila Duerksen

John and Carol Eells

Ralph and Carol Folcarelli

Nancy E. Frantz

Harvey and Grace Freed

Jeff and Donna Godshall

Ted Gody

David and Carolyn Gordon

James and Donna Gresh

Daryl and Barbara Hackman

Keith and Betsy Heavener

P. Scott Heckler

Robert and Beatrice Henning

Ruth Hertzler

Bill and Maryanne Hildebrand

Bryan and Barbara Hunsberger

Ray and Brenda Hurst

Nancy N. Jones

Richard and Colette Karuschkat

Frank and Elva Keenan

Mary Kehs

Shirley G. Keller

Vernon and Elizabeth Kratz 

Wilbur and Marilyn Kriebel

Bill and Donna Kriner

Bill and Floss Kuhfuss 

Gregory and Ellen Lacher

Sandy and Steven Landes

Pat and Spencer Lee

Cheryl and Anthony Loftus

Donna Longacre 

Henry and Carol Longacre

Francis and Mary Loughran

Ronald and Diane Ludwig

Alex and Bill Metricarti

Alice T. Moore

J. Phillip and Betsy Moyer

K. Leon and Dawn F. Moyer

Vesta Moyer

Richard and Judy Mumaugh

Roy and Annie Musselman

Steve and Georgia Myers

Sam and Gladys Nyce

David and Karen Olson

Barry and Carol Pratt

Obie and Bobbie Ralphs

Royden Rittenhouse 

Ray and Nancy Scherfel 

Bonnie and Dean Scott

John and Eva Seeton

Randy and Sylvia Shelly

Arlin and Esther Shisler

Kathy and Jim Shott

E. Dianne Smith

Rogger and Patricia Stauffer

Joan Stitzinger 

Kenneth Truscott

Robert and Olive Turnipseed

Norman and Janet Vincent

Robert E. Wendig

Dean and Julia Wimmer

Margaret and Wilmer Zook

BENEVOLENT CARE 
PARTNERS

Event
Bergey’s Inc.

Contract Pharmacy Services

Platinum
Everence Financial Services

Univest Bank and Trust Co

Gold
Alderfer Glass Company

John Garis Homes, Inc.

Lacher & Associates

Silver
Benchmark Construction

Bergey’s Electric, Inc.

Clarke’s Landscaping  
& Lawn Care, Inc.

Good Plumbing, Heating,  
Air Conditioning, Inc.

Henning’s Market

Moyer Indoor/Outdoor

Perkiomen Tours

RLPS Architects

Thomas & Boyds, Inc.

Bronze
American Insurance  

Administrators, Inc.

Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP

C & S Lawn Landscaping

Clemens Food Group

Delcrest Medical Services

DunlapSLK, CPAs

Eagles Peak Spring Water 

Harleysville Bank

H. Mininger and Son, Inc.

I.T. Landes Company

Indian Valley Camping Center 

Ivan Gehman Painting & Wallpapering

Latsha, Davis & Marshall

Penn Builders

Select Rehabilitation Services 

Sliwinski Floor Coverings, Inc.

TNC Self Storage

Weaver, Reckner and Reinhart  
Dental Associates

Williams-Bergey-Koffel  
Funeral Home, Inc.

Donor
Unidine Lifestyles

Franconia Insurance  
& Financial Services

Landis Decorating

PATHS, LLC

Richter Drafting  
& Office Supply Co., Inc.

The Weimer Group
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The Willows 
of Living Branches
2343 Bethlehem Pike
Hatfield, PA 19440
215-822-0688

Souderton
Mennonite Homes
207 W. Summit Street
Souderton, PA 18964
215-723-9881

Dock Woods
275 Dock Drive
Lansdale, PA 19446
215-368-4438

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
275 Dock Drive • Lansdale, PA 19446

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage 

P A I D
Lansdale, Pa

19446
Permit No. 152

MARKETING DISCOVERY TOURS

Discovery Tours are designed for first-time 

visitors to Souderton Mennonite Homes and 

Dock Woods. Each event begins with light 

refreshments and a brief presentation to 

explain the communities and help you become 

better acquainted with Living Branches. Then 

you’ll take a tour of the community center and 

residents’ homes, visiting a villa, a cottage, and 

an apartment. There is no fee for this event, 

but registration is required. To register, visit 

www.livingbranches.org/events.

Dock Woods – 1:30 p.m.

Tuesday, October 8

Wednesday, October 30

Souderton Mennonite Homes – 1:30 p.m.

Thursday, October 3

Wednesday, October 16


