UPCOMING RL TRIPS

DUTCH APPLE DINNER THEATRE “HAIRSPRAY”
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23
9:00 a.m. (TRIP)

The Living Branches coach will be traveling to Lancaster, to enjoy the hot buffet and afternoon show,
HAIRSPRAY. It is 1962 and Baltimore’s Tracy Turnblad, a big girl with big hair, wins a spot on the local TV
dance program. Enjoy the title song Hairspray, You Can’t Stop the Beat, and Good Morning Baltimore. The
price of the trip which includes the hot buffet, show and transportation is $83.00 per person billed to your
account after the trip. Sign up by calling or emailing Eileen Burks at 215-368-4438, extension 44121 or
Eileen.burks@livingbranches.org The coach will begin to pick up at each entity at 9:00 a.m. Approximate
return home to Dock Woods is 6:00 p.m.

HUNTERDON HILLS PLAYHOUSE
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
9:00 a.m. (TRIP)

The Living Branches coach will be traveling to Hampton, N.]. to enjoy the served hot lunch and afternoon
show, CHRISTMAS AT THE PLAYHOUSE 2024. There is something for everyone - traditional holiday
favorites, pop Christmas hits, seasonal spirituals, spectacular dance numbers, and more all backed by the
renowned Hunterdon Hills Playhouse orchestra! The price of this trip which includes the served lunch, show
and transportation is $98.00 per person, to be billed on your statement following the trip. Sign up by calling
or emailing Eileen Burks at 215-368-4438, extension 44121, or Eileen.burks@livinighranches.org The
coach will pick up at each entity beginning at 9:00 a.m.

PERKIOMEN TOURS & TRAVEL
AMERICAN MUSIC THEATRE - “JOY TO THE WORLD”
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17

10:00 a.m. (TRIP)

Perkiomen Tours & Travel will be traveling to Hershey Farms Restaurant in Lancaster to enjoy the family
style lunch and then to the American Music Theatre to enjoy the 3:00p.m. Christmas show, “Joy to the
World.” The price of this trip is $115.00 per person which includes the chartered transportation, family style
lunch, tax and gratuity, show tickets, and gratuity for the Perkiomen driver, to be billed on your statement
after the trip. Pick-up and departure is at the Fisher Auditorium entrance ONLY. Sign up by calling or
emailing Eileen Burks at 215-368-4438, extension 44121, or Eileen.burks@livingbranches.org
Approximate return time to Dock Woods is 7:00 p.m. Begin making your reservations. Guests are welcome!

MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY DOCK WOODS CHOIR REHEARSAL

The Monday Night Bible Study will meet in the
Derstine Chapel every Monday night from
September 9 to May 19 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. Bible study teachers include local pastors,
retired pastors, and Dock Woods residents who
have had theological training. Teachers teach
only from the Bible, and they teach for four

Calling all choir singers. Join us on
September 20, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. in the
Derstine Chapel for our first rehearsal as
we begin to prepare for the Christmas
concerts. New singers in all voice parts
are welcome. Rehearsal are every Friday
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THE SOLDIER AND HIS LADY: A LOOK AT VICTORIAN
LIFE, CULTURE & FASHION PRESENTED BY HERB AND
SANDY KAUFMAN

You are invited to the Derstine Chapel at 2:00 p.m. on
Thursday, September 19 to listen to the thoughts of the
volunteer soldiers and the daily lives of women during the mid-
Victorian era of the 1860’s with Herb and Sandy Kaufman. Did
you know that the reign of Queen Victoria had a dramatic effect
on the history, culture and customs of the mid-19th century?
Women were expected to live a highly restrictive life with their
life centered on their husband and subsequently their children.
The American Civil War occurred in the middle of Victoria’s reign;
husbands, sons and brothers went off to war. Women’s roles and
fashions began to change. Photography was a new invention, and
fashions included the hoop skirt, crinolines, and hair jewelry.
Herb and Sandy will be speaking about these changes using
original clothing, books, photographs, household items and
artifacts at this program which will give you a wonderful look at
the culture and fashion of the era. A shuttle will pick up at each
entity beginning at 1:20 p.m.

QUADAS DULCIMER CLUB

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, September 25 and join the
Quadas Dulcimer Club in the Derstine Chapel at 7:00 p.m. The
members of the Quadas Dulcimer Club, led by Obie Ralphs, have
been playing together for 14 years. Their instrumental focus is on
hammered dulcimers and mountain dulcimers, but a combination
of fiddles, mandolins, guitars, autoharps, whistles, and drums fill
out their sound. The club also plays a wide variety of music, with
an emphasis on old-time and Celtic. Following the concert a
DONATION will be received. A shuttle will pick up at each entity
beginning at 6:20 p.m.

DOCK WOODS

COUNTRY FAIR DAY
AT LIVING BRANCHES

Living Branches is celebrating “Country
Fair Day” on Tuesday, September 10, at
all the Living Branches campuses. We
invite you to save the date and enjoy all the
exciting events planned throughout the day
at the campus of your choice! On country
fair day each campus will be hosting a
variety of games, music, special attractions
with a petting zoo, tractors, line dancing,
along with Captain’s Market Food Truck at
discounted prices and ice cream from
Downtown Scoop. To end the evening, you
will have a choice to attend a hymn sing at
SMH or Brunner Bluegrass at Dock Woods
at 7:00 p.m. Sign up with Eileen Burks at
Dock Woods or Heather Scattergood at
Souderton Mennonite Homes if you plan to
purchase an entrée of chicken, pork, or
lobster roll from Captain’s Market Food
Truck. You will receive a ticket on the day
of the event for one entree, one side, and a
soft drink for $10.00 per person to be
billed on your statement. At Downtown
Scoop enjoy a variety of flavors on a
delicious ice cream cone for $2.00 per
person. (exact cash accepted)
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“THE OWLS OF PA PART II” PRESENTED BY PAMELA DIMELER

You are invited to join us for “The Owls of PA Part II” presented by Pamela Dimeler at 2:00 p.m. on September

September 2024

for one hour. If you have any questions,

call Bill Kuhfuss at 215-393-6794. 30 in the Derstine Chapel. Pamela is a photographer and videographer, specializing in wildlife and has a special

interest in birds. Pamela will be featuring the observation of a pair of Great Horned Owls in Delaware County
and several other species. Her program features photographs, videos, audio of their “calls” and other interesting
facts about these mysterious owls. A shuttle will pick up at each entity beginning at 1:20 p.m.

weeks. If you have any questions, please contact
Bob Krauss Jr. of Dock Acres at 215-855-4626.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

AARP SMART DRIVER
REFRESHER COURSE
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
12:00-4:00 p.m.
(EDUCATION CENTER)

AARP instructor Judy Pfander will
be teaching the 4-hour AARP
SMART DRIVER REFRESHER
COURSE in the Education Center
(Oakwood Court Basement). If you
are an AARP member the price is
$20.00 per person. If you are NOT a
member the price is $25.00 per
person. Please make your check
payable to AARP and give to Eileen
Burks prior to the class. Remember
to bring along your AARP
membership card, pencil, and your
driver’s license to the class.

COUNTRY FAIR DAY
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
9:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.

Howdy partners, mark your
calendars for September 10 and do
not forget to wear your Country
attire on “COUNTRY FAIR DAY.” Be
sure to contact Eileen Burks with
your menu choice from the food
truck, (Pork, Chicken, or Lobster
Roll). See the front cover and
additional insert with all the events
that the Living Branches
communities are offering from
morning, afternoon, and

evening. Look-in forward to see-in
all you cow gals and cowboys at
this event! Shuttle service will be
available at 11:20 until 4:00 p.m.
and at 6:20 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at
Dock Woods.

“COUNTRY” SEATED
VOLLEYBALL

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
2:00 p.m. (FA)

RL SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
2:00 p.m. (FA)

ALL Residential Living residents
are invited to attend the monthly
birthday celebration. If you are a
September birthday celebrant,
please call or email Eileen Burks at
215-368-4438, extension 44121, or
Eileen.burks@livingbranches.org
by Tuesday, September 10 if you
plan to attend and receive your
birthday plant. This month we
have invited vocalist/pianist Jay
Daniels as the birthday
entertainment. A shuttle will pick
up at each entity beginning at 1:20
p.m.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
8:00 a.m. (FA)

This month the guest speaker is
Joseph Landis. Joe served in
Germany as a CO during the
Vietnam era, working with
intellectually disabled adults. This
experience defined his life and
career. He worked for many years
for Indian Creek Foundation and
then started and directed Peaceful
Living. Additionally, a back story,
his grandfather served during
WWII and then committed
suicide. Joe has also worked at
promoting mental health of
veterans returning from war. The
price of the breakfast is $8.50 per
person plus tax. Please make your
reservation by calling or emailing
Eileen Burks at 215-368-4438,
extension 44121, or
Eileen.burks@livingbranches.org
by Tuesday, September 10. Ladies
are welcome to hear the
presentation at 8:30 a.m.

MUSIC WITH SETH

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

2:00 p.m. (BISTRO PATIO) (or
CC Lobby if inclement weather)

As Summer gives way to Autumn,
Seth invites you to join him for a
joyous journey into some of the
sentimental sounds that give us
that autumnal aura. We will come
together to sing and play
sentimental ballads, love songs, and
jazz standards. You will also have a
chance to pick from a “musical
menu” of various genres that you
can request. No musical experience
or skills required; all are welcome!!

JEFFERSON HEALTH OUTREACH
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
2:00 p.m. (DERSTINE CHAPEL)

Please join a member of the
outreach team from Jefferson
Health for this month’s topic “TAKE
A DEEP BREATH!” Acquire
knowledge of advances in
respiratory illnesses and
treatments. Be sure to save this
date for this highly informative
one-hour educational outreach. A
shuttle will pick up at each entity
beginning at 1:20 p.m.

LADIES’ BREAKFAST
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
8:30 a.m. (FA)

This month the Ladies’ Breakfast
Committee has invited author
Patricia Beynen as their guest
speaker. Patricia was born in New
Jersey, and now lives in
Philadelphia. After careers in social
work and business, she now lives
the writing life with husband Bert
and two cats. After retirement she
started taking writing courses in
Temple University’s non-credit
arena and it became the start of

RESIDENT BIRTHDAYS AND UPDATES

This page has been removed to protect the privacy of our residents.
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RESIDENTIAL LIVING TRIPS

DUTCH APPLE DINNER THEATRE
“JERSEY BOYS”

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
9:00a.m. (TRIP)

The Living Branches coach will be
transporting residents with
reservations to Lancaster, to enjoy
the hot buffet and afternoon show,”
Jersey Boys.” The coach will begin
to pick up at each entity at 9:00 a.m.
Approximate return home to Dock
Woods is 6:00 p.m.

LANSDALE COMMUNITY
CONCERT

NORTH PENN HIGH SCHOOL
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
6:00 p.m. (TRIP)

The Living Branches coach will be
transporting residents with a season
membership to the North Penn High
School to enjoy the first concert of
the season at 7:30 p.m., featuring the
“Gentlemen’s Quartet.” The price of
this trip for transportation is $4.40
per person. Sign up with Eileen
Burks by calling or emailing her at
215-368-4438, extension 44121, or
Eileen.burks@livingbranches.org
The coach will pick up at each entity
beginning at 6:00 p.m. Remember
your ticket!

PERKIOMEN TOURS & TRAVEL
PENN'’S PEAK FEATURING:
“TRIBUTE TO JOHN DENVER”
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
9:00 a.m. (TRIP)

The Perkiomen Tours & Travel
luxury coach will be transporting
residents and guests with
reservations to Penn’s Peak in Jim
Thorpe to enjoy the family style
lunch and show, “Tribute to John
Denver.” The Perkiomen Coach will
depart from the Fisher Auditorium
entrance ONLY at 9:00 a.m.
Approximate return to Dock Woods
is 5:00 p.m.

INDIAN VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY
MOVIE: “ARTHUR THE KING”
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

1:15 p.m. (TRIP)

The Living Branches coach will be
transporting residents to the Indian

Valley Public Library to enjoy the 2:00

p.m. movie, ARTHUR THE KING. This
isa 2024 American adventure film

based on Arthur the dog who crossed

the jungle to find a home by Mikael

Lindnord. In this film the captain of an
adventure racing team, Michael Light

(Mark Wahlberg) convinces a sponsor
to back him and a team of athletes for

the Adventure Racing World
Championship in the Dominican
Republic for a last chance to win. As
the team gets pushed to the outer
limits of endurance, a dog named
Arthur comes along for the ride,
redefining what victory, loyalty, and
friendship truly means. The price of
this trip is $3.50 per person for
transportation. Sign up with Eileen
Burks by calling or emailing her at
215-368-4438,extension 44121, or

Eileen.burks@livingbranches.org The

coach will begin to pick up at each
entity at 1:15 p.m.

RL DINE AROUND
THE FARMHOUSE RESTAURANT
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
4:30 p.m. (TRIP)

The Living Branches coach will be
traveling to Skippack, PA to enjoy

dinner at 5:30 p.m. at The Farmhouse

Restaurant. You will be seated at
tables of four and six, order off the
menu and receive separate checks.
Sign up with Eileen Burks by calling
or emailing her at 215-368-4438,
extension 44121, or

Eileen.burks@livingbranches.org The

coach will begin to pick up at each
entity at 4:30 p.m.

GENERAL CARL SPAATZ
NATIONAL USAAF MUSEUM
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
1:00 p.m. (TRIP)

The Living Branches coach will be
transporting residents with
reservations to Boyertown to enjoy
the 2:00 p.m. self-guided tour of the
General Carl Spaatz National USAAF
Museum. At the museum you will
experience World War II galleries,
and the achievements of America’s
finest as you walk through the Hall
of Heroes. The price of this trip is
$14.20 for admission and
transportation. Seats are available!!
Sign up with Eileen Burks. The
coach will pick up at each entity
beginning at 1:00 p.m.

***More information may be found
in the August Docket***

See back page for
UPCOMING EVENTS

authoring a four-book series.
Today she has thirteen books on
Amazon and will be sharing with us
her newest, book, “From the First
Glance.” This book is against a
background of 1939 America,
where two young people meet. This
is a story about Patricia’s parents,
Mary Lou, and Melvyn. You will
learn about the world around them,
you will feel the desires, you will
hear from the outside forces that
want to part them. A happy
conclusion is in store for someone,
but who? The price of the breakfast
is $8.50 per person plus tax to be
billed after the breakfast. Please
make your reservation with Eileen
Burks by calling or emailing at
215-368-4438, extension 44121, or
Eileen.burks@livingbranches.org
Men are welcome to hear the
presentation at 9:00 a.m. A shuttle
will pick up at each entity
beginning at 7:50 a.m. A
DONATION will be received
following the presentation, and
books will be available for signing
and purchasing for $19.99, or
available on your Kindle for $1.00.

DOCK STEWARDS COMMITTEE
“PLASTIC BAG DEMO”
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m. (CC LOBBY)

Come join the Dock Stewards
Committee in the Community
Center Lobby and find out how
your used, clean, dry plastic bags
can be recycled in the Plastic Bag
Collection Box located in the Dock
Gardens coat room. Members of the
committee will have examples of
plastic bags and plastic film that
can and cannot be recycled. It will
be helpful if everyone only places
acceptable bags in the collection
box. Let us show you how easy it is
to know the difference.

COMMUNITY EVENTS CONTINUED

AMICI OPERA COMPANY
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
2:30 p.m. (DERSTINE CHAPEL)

You are invited to join artistic
director and founder of Amici
Opera Company, Ralph Tudisco in
the Derstine Chapel for the 2:30
p.m. opera, “Verdi’s, “NABUCCO.”
This is a fully staged opera in
costume and is free with your
badge for residents of Living
Branches. There is a fee charged to
guests at the sign-in table located at
the Derstine Chapel porch hallway
entrance. Come and experience the
afternoon opera featuring new
talented vocalists each month.

“BACK TO SCHOOL”
SEATED CHAIR BINGO
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
2:00 p.m. (RR)

Prizes! Prizes! Prizes! Join us in the
Recreation Room for the “Back to
School” seated chair bingo and
enjoy playing a variety of bingo
games. Each game you will play a
new bingo sheet, per game. Do not
forget to bring along a marker or
pencil, and a book to place your
bingo sheet on. Please make your
reservation by calling Eileen Burks
at 215-368-4438, extension 44121,
or
Eileen.burks@livingbranches.org

WINE IN THE WOODS
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
4:30 p.m. (CHRISTOPHER'’S)

This month our theme is “BACK TO
THE COUNTRY”! You can wear your
cowboy hat, boots, scarf or RED
and join us at this month’s, Wine in
the Woods. Just a reminder that
this is a BYOB wine/social

hour. Bring your own wine and
take home your remaining wine
after the social. Wine glasses will
be available along with other

beverages. Appetizers will be
available for you to eat and enjoy!
Please make your reservations with
Eileen Burks by calling or emailing
her at 215-368-4438, extension
44121, or
Eileen.burks@livingbranches.org

CORNHOLE
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
2:00 p.m. (FA)

SHREDDING TRUCK EVENT
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. (FA)

Residents are invited to bring
unnecessary personal documents
to the Fisher Auditorium entrance
where the Titan shredding truck
will be located. The Titan shredding
truck is powerful; there is no need
to remove staples, paper clips or
file folders. The truck will not
accept binder clamps, ring binders,
hanging folders, or cardboard. The
shredding is done on-site and is
secure. There is no fee for this
service and all shredded material is
recycled.

SEPTEMBER
HEALTHY AGING MONTH

Aging Gracefully Through Mind
and Body Lecture (FA)
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

2:00 p.m. (FA)

Step Challenge - Track your steps
and see if you can visit all the listed
sight-seeing spots!! Pick up your
tracker sheet in the fitness center
and start stepping! Prizes to be
won. Speak with fitness staff to
learn more.
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REPORTS

FUND DEVELOPMENT
VOLUNTEERS

It’s that time of year again! The Annual Volunteer In-
Service meetings will be held on September 11 at 1:00 p.m.
in the Summit View Auditorium at SMH, September 17 at
10:30 a.m. in the Derstine Chapel at DW, and September 18
at 3:00 p.m. in the activity room at the Willows. This
meeting is mandatory for all volunteers. If you are unable
to attend one of these meetings, we will be posting a video
recording of the presentation on the Living Branches
website that you will be able to watch on your computer or
device. Please refer to the flyer that was mailed to you for
more information. If you have any questions, call Jennifer
Wilson at 215-368-4438 ext. 44189 or Sue Zomberg at
215-723-9881 ext. 42298.

SARA SPOTLIGHT
What should I do in the event of an emergency?

Call 911 and then press your SARA alert, by holding the
button on your SARA device for 2 seconds, until it vibrates
and rapidly flashes red. Reminder - When you activate your
SARA device, please remain in place after you activate the
device. This is to aid in locating you, whether the SARA
alert is real or accidental.

FUND DEVELOPMENT
IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution Reminder

Interested in a special giving opportunity through your
IRA?

The IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) allows,
once you have reached the age of 70, to donate up to
$105,000 within each tax year directly from your
Individual Retirement Account (IRA) without treating the
distribution as taxable income. The contribution can be
counted toward satisfying your Required Minimum
Distribution (RMD) for the year, if applicable. You don’t
pay taxes on the gift, and it may lower your taxable income.
Here are the steps you can take to make a distribution:

Contact your retirement administrator to notify them you
would like to donate all or a portion of your IRA directly to
Living Branches Foundation.

You will need to provide the following to your IRA
administrator:

Living Branches Foundation’s Tax ID:
91-2113430

Living Branches Foundation’s address:
Attn: Fund Development

275 Dock Drive

Lansdale, PA 19446

Your IRA administrator will disburse your donation
directly to Living Branches.

Call or e-mail one of us to let us know that your gift is on
the way. We are here to help you with all your planned
gift options to Living Branches. Keith Heavener,
Director of Fund Development, ext. 44115,
Keith.Heavener@Livingbranches.org Colin Ingram,
Donor Relations and Development Associate, ext.
44304, Colin.Ingram@Livingbranches.org

WATCH YOUR MAIL!

The 36th Annual Friends of the Sharing Fund Event will
be held this year on Wednesday, October 23, 2024.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! Watch your mailbox for
invitations in late-September. This annual event
benefits the Dock Woods and The Willows Sharing
Fund, which provides grants to residents who are no
longer able to cover the full cost of their care. This year
will look different than past years so stay tuned for
more information.

Establishing a Charitable Giving Fund

Jennifer Ashley, ].D. CAP, Planned Giving Officer, Univest
Foundation Phone 267-954-8203,
E-mail Ashley]@univest.net

A Charitable Giving Fund, or Donor Advised Fund, has
many benefits. Whether you are seeking to give this
year or in future years Donor Advised Funds (DAFs) are
low cost and simply structured. To start a DAF, you
contribute an irrevocable gift of cash, stock, or other
assets to a DAF account. A DAF account is established at
a sponsoring nonprofit, like Univest Foundation. You
receive a tax deduction for the gift in the year the gift is
made. The assets in your DAF are invested and may
grow. When you would like to give to a 501(C)(3)
nonprofit organization, like Living Branches
Foundation, you recommend that the DAF distribute
funds to that nonprofit. You may choose a successor to
the fund who is able to recommend charitable gifts from
your DAF to continue your legacy. You may also choose
for assets from your estate to be directed to your DAF to
create legacy gifts for years into the future. The

REPORTS

flexibility of a DAF may be a solution for your charitable
needs. To learn more details, contact Keith Heavener,
Colin Ingram, or your wealth advisor.

ACORN SHOP

Fall is right around the corner! Stop by and see our new
fall items! For the month of September, all jewelry will
be 25% off. There are also many bargains on the 50%
off table! The shop hours are Monday through Friday,
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and Saturday, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Thank you for supporting our wonderful shops and the
Sharing Fund!

NOOK SHELF

Be sure to stop at the Nook Shelf located outside of the
Acorn Shop to see what nice thrift items are on sale.
Watch for some Lenox items and other antiques! Please
pay for these items in the Acorn Shop. If the Acorn Shop
is closed, you may pay with exact change or check made
out to Dock Woods and hand in at the Welcome Center.

GIFTS & TREASURES SHOP

It is back to school time for our children and youth!
Come browse through the Gifts & Treasures Shop in
September and get any items that have any letters of the
alphabet on them for 50% off. This could include cards,
books, puzzles, pictures, and more. The Gifts &
Treasures Shop hours are Monday through Friday, 1:00
to 3:00 p.m. and Saturday, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

LIVING U UPDATE

The fall semester of our lifelong learning institute,
Living U, begins this month. We will learn about
Accidental Presidents (9/5,9/12,9/19), get a preview
of the Southeastern PA Symphony Orchestra’s season
(9/10), travel to Stoneleigh: A Natural Garden (9/11),
and engage in a study of the Old Testament (9/23, 9/25,
9/27). Several classes for this fall still have space for
additional registrants. Contact Maribeth Benner, Living
U Coordinator, at ext. 44204 or at
Maribeth.Benner@LivingBranches.org for more
information.

The Art of Listening

God has blessed us with several senses with which to
learn from our environment, touch, taste, smell, seeing
and hearing. Some have noticed as we grow older that
some of our ability to use our senses has diminished,
but thankfully we have aids, such as hearing devices
and glasses to give us support.

The sense of hearing is related to the art of listening
because we need the physical ability to hear what
another person is saying in order to listen to them.
However, | would suggest that we also need our heart
and mind to listen to another person. It is not always an
easy task to really listen to the other, particularly when
we might disagree with them or think we have advice to
offer.

[ have been challenged by a billboard on my drive home
these last few months with a photo of two girls who
look like twins with their backs to each other and their
heads together, with the tag line: “The other person
might be right.” LISTENING I really appreciate this
message because it is a reminder to consider the
perspective of others.

The Living Branches pastoral team will be sharing a
series of messages this fall on the fruit of the Spirit with
the purpose of encouraging us to live by the Holy
Spirit’s power, demonstrating a Christ-like attitude as
we interact with others. We believe listening is one of
the ways we demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit, love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, goodness,
faithfulness, and self-control. As we listen to each other,
the invitation is to listen with a goal of understanding
rather than just formulating my response to what they
are saying. I have noticed that listening with
compassion and kindness builds a sense of community
with my neighbor.

Jesus calls us to love our neighbor as ourselves. When
we stop to listen to the other person, we will be open to
learning. Perhaps one place we can all start is to learn to
listen to ourselves first and to identify what we are
feeling and thinking. That may help us to love our
neighbor well too.

As we go through this season of elections and change
may we practice loving our neighbors as ourselves
through the art of listening. May the fruit of the Spirit be
evident in our community as we eat, play, learn and
share life together and practice the art of listening.
Pastoral Care Team

Pastor Sandy Landes
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